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Appendix B: Community Outreach  
Yorba Linda Staff Visioning (April 25 and May 21, 2012) 

In April 25, 2012, Yorba Linda City staff participated in a visioning discussion on current issues and 

challenges in the community. The following are comments received from members of staff: 

Overall Usability of the Existing General Plan 

What’s Working and What Isn’t? 

 Able to reference policies to in land use decision-making process and it is helpful to have the 

backing of the General Plan.  Sometimes staff is looking to support 

decisions/recommendations, but is not a policy in the General Plan and wish there was one.  

 Conversely, when a definitive policy is in place, the City doesn’t have any flexibility. There 

needs to be a balance. 

 Fairly easy to navigate. 

 The 1993 General Plan isn’t necessarily relevant to today’s process and context.   

 The City doesn’t use currently use the General Plan enough to support our decision making 

process.   

 Do not currently include a General Plan consistency analysis in staff reports – possibly moving 

towards this 

 Have only been piecemeal updates to the General Plan since 1993 

 Pre- general plan update analysis was conducted to look at various elements and policies to 

carry over in the process. 

 There is a zoning centric/current planning focus. Need to reinstall with the link the General 

Plan in overall in decision-making process.  

 City Council does at times refer to the General Plan when deliberating on a project. 

o Need to make it more user-friendly for them 

 Other departments do not really use the General Plan.  Steve has tried to raise awareness in 

other departments that it is more than just a planning document.   

 Needs to have an implementation program (responsible departments and timelines).  

 Planning Commission does use the General Plan, but probably needs more education about 

how they can better use the document and policies.   

 Would like to see a monitoring program similar to that in the new Historic Resources Element. 

Will help the General Plan evolve and stay relevant. 

Current Issues or Challenges in the City 

Hot Topics 

 Equestrian Center 

 Town Center 
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 Public Safety (hazard mitigation/police) 

 Public Services 

 Economic Sustainability (related to public service)  

o Very little new large scale development projects to generate revenue in the future  

 Level of service vs. revenue streams 

 Performing Arts Center  

 Limited commercial retail land 

 Trend of industrial uses  converting to non-industrial (places of public assembly) 

 Affordable housing  

 Train/Metrolink/transit – not desired in the past 

 Multifamily design guidelines with new Housing Element; high quality standard of design  

 Current extensive landscape parkways/medians v. costs to maintain 

o How much landscaping does the city want? 

o How can costs be covered? 

 Sustainability- need to be delicate with the topic 

o How to approach SB 375  

o Show how issues are related to saving people money 

 Neighborhood Issues  

o Some upkeep issues in areas with manufactured homes; very small issues – Yorba Linda 

Boulevard/La Palma/New River Road 

 Western part of City (horse properties) – keeping rural feeling 

 Some lots currently zoned RE are non-conforming - potential upzoning to RS standard  

 Rural street standards (septic issues) 

 City Council policies separated from the current General Plan 

o Some have been integrated into Zoning Code already 

 Viewshed protection 

o No hillside ordinance currently 

 Preservation of private streets/desire to preserve those areas  

o Don’t want manicured streets, etc. 

o Keeping semi-rural feel 

 West v. East- trying to find common ground between people, recognizing differences in the 

build environment 

 Mixed use- not desired 

 Water quality – relationship with other agencies 

 Open space preservation 

 Coal Canyon- wildlife corridor 
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Visions for the Future 

What would you like to see the General Plan Update Address? 

 Online availability of General Plan desired 

 Community Involvement – include some basics in the new General Plan 

 Staff should be able to copy and paste into other documents 

 More visually appealing 

 Not ready for “mobility”, can include health and mobility as integrated into other elements, 

but not stand alone 

 SB 18 compliance 

 Economic development – very important 

 Be aware of how much City can support 

 Ways to address LMAD deficit issues 

 Internal consistency on approach towards sustaining public services 

 Understanding of economic development implications related to industrial uses transitioning 

to non-industrial uses (public assembly, commercial recreation) 

 Safety- mudslide/flow prone areas and residential development 

In May 21, 2012, Yorba Linda City Department supervisors participated in a visioning discussion on 

current issues and challenges in the community. The following are comments received from members 

of staff: 

Notes: 

  Circulation Element 

o Missing “collector” cross section 

o Inconsistencies between City nomenclature and OCTA nomenclature when the cross 

sections are the same 

o Rural road cross section needed 

o Not full curb and gutters, sidewalks 

o How to address ADA compliance 

o Should acceptable LOS change from D? 

o Fold in Complete Streets requirements 

o Usefulness of bike lanes? 

o Just named one of the least walkable cities in Orange County by the Friends of Harbors, 

Beaches and Parks 

 Land use 

o Need to focus on about 6 areas in the City, small tweaks only 

 Separate City Council policies can cause confusion- need to be evaluated to integrate into the 

General Plan 

 Parks and Recreation fees- policy is to review every year, but hasn’t been done in 10 years 

 Library  
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o Currently use General Plan for population build-out for planning purposes 

o City facility 

o Liaison to the Historical Society 

o Historic Resources Element will likely be completed in June/July 

 Connect the Parks and Recreation Master Plan to the General Plan 

o In-lieu fees study moving forward based on direction from the City Manager 

 Equestrian Center- stabling plus improvements to Paxton 

 Park maintenance standards and costs for future prioritization if needed 

 Passive open space 

o City-owned land to the east- preserved open space 

o Open space within developments- preserved based on development agreements 

o Currently shown as residential designation, could be changed to open space 

o Policy language needed for APN lots that are designated as open space 

o Should City purchase these lots as funding becomes available? 

o Coal Canyon property 

o Currently PD zoned, should be open space 

o Owned by State Parks 

 Development on Murdock property (unincorporated) 

o 380+ homes with access only from San Antonio Rd. 

o Policy to cap number of homes off of one street in the General Plan 

o City will be discussing the issue with LAFCO 

 Hillside development/ridgeline development 

o Some grading policies in the current General Plan 

 Water pressure- availabllity concerns after fires 

o WAS prepared by the Water District for the Housing Element 

 Visioning process will be good foundation 

 Implementation oriented General Plan 

o Good for grant writing 

 General Plan as a budgetary tool 

o Annual facility fee survey/review just approved by City Council 

 Current policy for 2-year budget, but not followed 

 Fold in City Council goals and objectives 

 Friends Christian High School property- potential default 

 Level of service for community services- how will this be maintained? How will this be paid 

for? 
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Visioning Festival (June 21-23, 2012) 

From June 21, 2012 through June 23, 2012, the City held a number of community walks and 

workshop to provide participants opportunities to learn about the General Plan and share ideas about 

the future of Yorba Linda. The Visioning Festival included the following events: 

 Community Walk and Workshop #1 

 Community Walk and Workshop #2 

 Community Walk and Visioning Charette 

The following are comments received from participants: 

Community Walks 

Three Community Walks were held on the following days/times: 

1. Thursday, June 21st – 7:30 to 8:30 am; starting at 4901 Main Street  

2. Friday, June 22nd – 1:00 to 2:00 pm; starting at Eastside Park 

3. Saturday, June 23rd – 9:00 to 10:00 am; starting at Starbucks, 17474 Yorba Linda Blvd. 

The walks began with introductions and a brief overview of the project and purpose of the walks. 

Participants then walked with the project team, engaged in discussions about various topics, took 

photos  along the routes of things that they feel represent Yorba Linda, and recorded thoughts on 

preprinted worksheets about Yorba Linda (present and future) in 4 categories: community and 

character, built environment and circulation, natural environment, and parks and recreation.  

Walk Worksheets 

 The following are comments recorded by participants on their walk worksheets. Comments are 

provided verbatim. 
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Participant Worksheet #1 

Community & Character 

 Historic core 

 A relaxing place – more open space to offer gathering spots safety – more setbacks 

Natural Environment 

 More landscaping/open areas 

Built Environment & Circulation 

 Preserve Heritage 

 Why invest in old Main Street old or no sewers 

 More walking attractions 

 Walking occurs mostly with planned activities 

 Farmer's Market 

 Sidewalk café would lend to weekday 

 Main Street is core of City 

Parks & Recreation 

 (no comments provided) 

Other Thoughts 

 Keep height building same 

 

Participant Worksheet #2   

Community & Character 

 Friendly, quiet, great walking trails 

 Need draw for downtown 

Natural Environment 

 Again, great trails 

 Multi-use 

 Good landscaping 

 Good medians with greenery 

Built Environment & Circulation 
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 More buildings (commercial) need updated 

 Keep setbacks with greenbelts 

 New locations to close to street 

Parks & Recreation 

 Great parks 

 Need to expand equestrian arena space 

 Need more open multi-use fields 

Other Thoughts 

 (no comments provided) 

 

Participant Worksheet #3 

Community & Character 

 Low density 

 Trail expansion and connections 

 Promote historic preservation 

Natural Environment 

 (no comments provided) 

Built Environment & Circulation 

 Adequate parking for business & multi family 

 Below ground utilities 

Parks & Recreation 

 (no comments provided) 

Other Thoughts 

 More integration of Main Street to the new redevelopment 

  

Participant Worksheet #4 

Community & Character 

 (no comments provided) 

Natural Environment 
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 (no comments provided) 

Built Environment & Circulation 

 4901 – Will this historic building be restored? 

Parks & Recreation 

 (no comments provided)   

 

Other Thoughts 

 (no comments provided) 

 

Participant Worksheet #5 

Community & Character 

 Maintain "horse" sense without inhibiting business growth 

 Encourage brick & mortar 

 Type business beyond retail/restaurant 

Natural Environment 

 Community gardens 

Built Environment & Circulation 

 Trail signage maps – Where exactly do our great trails go? 

Parks & Recreation 

 Multi-use – Bike 

 All age groups – Skateboard, horse, walking, lawn bowling – general ideas 

Other Thoughts 

 (no comments provided) 

 

Participant Worksheet #6 

Community & Character 

 Old time feel, inviting 

Natural Environment 
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 (no comments provided) 

Built Environment & Circulation 

 Easy access for pedestrians from Nixon Library to Main Street, and from Yorba Linda, 

Olinda Imperial 

Parks & Recreation 

 (no comments provided) 

Other Thoughts 

 (no comments provided) 

 

Participant Worksheet #7 

Community & Character 

 (no comments provided) 

Natural Environment 

 (no comments provided) 

Built Environment & Circulation 

 Movie theater is a plus in our area of Yorba Linda 

 Setback!! 

Parks & Recreation 

 (no comments provided) 

Other Thoughts 

 Educate your groups 

 

Participant Worksheet #8 

Community & Character 

 Map? For access to trails, bathroom, entrance(s), dog bags. 

 Bulletin board for community events 

Natural Environment 

 Beautiful landscaping and vies of open space 

Built Environment & Circulation 
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 Bicycle racks? 

 Bus route? 

 Signage for park small, separate from Catholic school 

Parks & Recreation 

 Walking trail/nice access to horse trail? 

Other Thoughts 

 (no comments provided) 

Participant Worksheet #9 

Community & Character 

 Tournaments > charge 

Natural Environment 

 (no comments provided) 

Built Environment & Circulation 

 (no comments provided) 

Parks & Recreation 

 (no comments provided) 

Other Thoughts 

 Maintenance endowment; Quimby Act; development school district 

 

Community Workshops 

Two Community Workshops were held on the following days/times: 

1. Thursday, June 21st – 6:30 to 8:00 pm; Community Center, Yorba Room 

2. Friday, June 22nd – 6:30 to 8:00 pm; Travis Ranch School Multipurpose Room 

As participants arrive, they had the opportunity to place stickers on “Places of the Heart” and “Where 

Do You Live?” maps.  The workshop began with a brief overview of the project purpose, scope and 

schedule. Then participants individually record ideas related to Yorba Linda’s “Treasures,” 

“Challenges,” and “Visions” on Post It Notes and place them on the wall. Following a summary of the 

Post It Notes, participants worked in small groups to develop vision statements for Yorba Linda.  

 



 

Yorba Linda General Plan 

Public Review Draft                                                                                                 Page B-11 

Post It Note Exercise 

The following are comments written by participants on the Post It Notes. Notes are provided verbatim. 

Treasures 

Clean, beautiful 

 Have the arterial landscaping 

 Well maintained, clean beauty 

 Beautiful safe neighborhoods   

 Clean environment 

Trails 

 Trails 

 100 Miles of trails 

 Horse trails 

 Horse & walking trails 

Parks & Programs 

 Parks 

 Parks & athletic facilities & programs 

 Youth programs 

 Horse park 

 Parks & little league fields 

 Parks, sports activities for kids 

 The beauty of the parks and tree scape on the medians 

Open Space 

 Open space 

Streetscape/Landscape 

 Streetscapes 

 Landscape 

 Street scene parkways 

Community 

 Community people 

 Neighborhood and community connectivity 

 Treasures: Our young people 

 The people/community 

Places  

 Nixon Library 



 

Yorba Linda General Plan 

 

  Page B-12                                                                                           Public Review Draft 

 Savi Ranch 

 Yorba Linda Community Center 

 Nixon Library 

 Nixon Preserve Museum 

 Bryan Ranch Museum 

Environment 

 Beautiful landscape 

 Clean environment 

 The open spaces 

 The maintenance of the City owned spaces, medians, parks 

Rural & Low Density 

 Low density semi-rural 35 years ago 

 Rural feel 

 Treasure: wide, attractive uncrowded streets and boulevards 

 The sense of peace 

 Treasures: low density, clean and quiet neighborhoods 

 Big lots 

 Low density 

 Nice homes 

Equestrian 

 Enhance horse facilities 

 More horse property 

 Equestrian, hiking & biking trails 

 New equestrian center, Paxton 

 Equestrian – horses on trails 

 Equestrian trail riders 

 New horse center 

Safety 

 Safety 

 Safe community 

 The feeling of safety 

Schools 

 The high standards of the school 

 School District 
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Character/Atmosphere 

 Small town feel 

 Main Street "Old Town" atmosphere 

 Old Town 

 Main Street 

True Blood House 

 Preserve True Blood Historic home 

Library 

 Library programming is great! 

 The active public library 

 Yorba Linda Library 

Other Notes: 

 Process for Planning Development 

 4th of July Fireworks Show 

 

Challenges 

Safety 

 Safety (fire) 

 Unpopulated areas not maintained 

Low Income Housing 

 Low income housing 

New Development 

 Infill 

 Keep low density in housing 

 New subdivisions 

 Dealing with changes that undeveloped & unbuilt properties will present 

 The City is largely built-out and its time to begin the transition to renewing and 

replacement 

Engagement 

 Community involvement 

Recreation/Facilities 

 Lighted sports parks 
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 Meeting the future recreational needs of the community 

Traffic 

 Traffic congestion 

 Traffic 

Commercial Space 

 Aging commercial buildings & shopping centers 

 Lack of commercial spaces 

Open Space 

 Blending open space in housing & business 

 Open space 

Historic Preservation 

 Saving True Blood House 

 Saving historic structures 

Generational 

 Challenge: How to keep our next generation in Yorba Linda 

 Connecting age group – youth seniors 

Overcrowding & Density 

 Need bigger library &  parking 

 Density 

 Overcrowding! 

Business Attraction 

 Main Street merchants that will attract customers & parking to accommodate more 

customers to the area 

 Business friendly 

 Attracting quality businesses 

 Better shopping & restaurants to keep money here 

Main Street Success 

 Updating Main Street & Arroyo/School – keeping old buildings 

Economy & $ Resources 

 Debt 

 Economy 
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 Financial vision 

 Revenue 

 Budget/debt 

 Challenge: Insufficient income to maintain the City 

 Budget cut 

 Funding programs 

 City budget 

 Lack of funds needed to complete park development 

 How to pay for everything 

 Help reduce state national debt 

Equestrian Use 

 It needs (equestrian center) to go somewhere 

 Silence the Nimby 

 Keep the promise build new horse center 

 Equestrian center 

 Developing a viable equestrian center 

Other Notes 

 Safety 

 Migration from Brea Police Force to O.C. Sheriff's Department 

 Poor management by the City Council 

 Geographically (long & narrow) 

 Maintaining a high standard of living 

 Fear of modernization 

 Noise from home business 

 Willingness to change 

 Improve action time to accomplish challenges 

 Meeting plans schedule 

 Water costs for our parks and streetscapes 

 Lack of entertainment within City limits 

 Residents often dine & go to movies in Anaheim Hills or Brea 

 Commercial tax base 

 

Visions 

Places To Go/Things To Do 

 More places for people to gather 

 More cultural events 

 Nice sit-down restaurants 

Financially Secure 

 Financially secure & prosperous 
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 Healthy general fund resources 

 Debt free no support from state or feds 

 Asset management 

 Fully functioning government & balanced budget 

 Substainable(????) revenue 

Parks/Open Space 

 Good park & recreation facilities 

 Sports park, more field lights & regulation size soccer fields 

 Open spaces with parks 

 Parks for all ages (plus dog parks) 

 Premium athletic facilities & parks & trails 

 Get more sports fields for kids 6-12 years old 

 Preserve the open spaces & parks 

 City partnerships with Yorba Regional Park/Nixon Library 

Low Density Character 

 Fewer high density areas 

 Keep low density feel 

Trails 

 Complete trail system 

Bikes 

 Better bike trails 

Equestrian 

 Location for new equestrian facility 

 More horse riding around & equestrian center to visit 

 Need new center 

 An active equestrian center which serve the entire community 

Places to Gather & Have Close Knit Community 

 Neighborhood family 

Community Design & Planning 

 Well planned & organized with a blueprint to follow 

 Attractive developments 

 



 

Yorba Linda General Plan 

Public Review Draft                                                                                                 Page B-17 

Multi-Generational 

 Multi-generational facilities 

 Activities for children & seniors 

 Safe adventureous & entertaining City where young people can grow up & old people 

grow old happily, in style & with grace 

 Greater youth facilities (YMCA, etc.) 

 Visions: A mix of old and young residents with facilities appropriate to all   

Old Town 

 Improved old town area that attracts residents & has businesses that can be regularly 

frequented & parking to accommodate people 

 Complete town center 

 Enhanced Old Town (Main Street ) area 

 Beautiful Historic Old Town 

 Old Town restored to original style & used 

 A repurposed new tenants, etc. 

 Main Street to "activate" Old Town 

 Well planned, pedestrian friendly, easily accessed new town center 

 A town square & downtown friendly to pedestrians 

New Businesses 

 Business friendly City organization 

 Visions: more dining, shopping and socializing in Yorba Linda 

 Entice more businesses and restaurants 

 Movie theater 

 More upscale restaurants & stores 

Preservation 

 More old homes restored & open to view & businesses 

 A City that maintains certain historical heritage and stays true to itself while giving people 

more to do within City limits 

Mulit-Modal 

 Walkable or pedestrian friendly community 

 A public transportation system within the City getting from east to west and back 

Clean, Beautiful 

 Visions: clean, uncrowded, and well-maintained public assets 

 Safest City in Orange County 

 Housing completed & roads maintained 

 Beautiful community that slowly modernizes over time so that resident can live, work, shop 

& play in the same City 
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Other Notes 

 Contact Yorba Linda Water District to consider small sports fields on top of water 

reservoirs 

 Support middle school statements 

 A more sustainable community 

 Partnership with schools and non-profits 

 Use higher level student to maintain parks of horticulture departments 

 Maintaining some historical aspects of the City & equestrian trails 

 

Vision Statement Exercise 

 The following are Vision Statements developed in small groups during the Community Workshops. 

Vision Statement #1 

Vision Statement 

The City of Yorba Linda is a family oriented, multi-generational, business supported community. We 

value our rich sense of history and equestrian environment. 

 

Key Ideas 

 Family oriented 

 Environment 

 Sense of community 

 Equestrian 

 Schools 

 Heritage 

 Youth sports 

 Old town 

 Safety 

Brainstorm 

 Open spaces 

 Multi-generational 

 Business friendly 

 Nixon Library 

 Rich history 

 Church communities 

 Business meets needs of citizens 

 YMCA 

 Public transportation 

 Bike/horse trails connected 
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Vision Statement #2 

Vision Statement 

Yorba Linda is a beautiful small town with a great historic heritage that values its education & housing 

and a safe community atmosphere. 

 

Yorba Linda takes pride in the rural atmosphere, equestrian culture, park & recreation facilities & 

programs. 

 

Key Ideas 

 Rural atmosphere – low density 

 Equestrian heritage & 

 Nixon birthplace of library – asset 

 Small town atmosphere 

 Historic houses/business 

 Main Street preservation 

 Excellence continue in park & recreation facilities; programs, activities 

 Inter-generational program, activities 

 Maintain library excellence thru programs – new facility 

 Support business community 

Vision Statement #3 

Vision Statement 

Yorba Linda is a safe, family-oriented, and business friendly City with a small town feel.  We value our 

historic semi-rural community and take pride in our extraordinary schools, parks, trails, and equestrian 

culture. 

 

Key Ideas 

 Low density 

 Large open space   

 Education 

 Safety 

 Small town feel 

 Semi-rural 

 Friendly 

 Gracious 

 Business friendly 

 Relaxed 

 Historic 

 Trails 

 Well-planned 

 Family oriented 
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Visioning Charrette 

A culminating Vision Charrette was held on Saturday, June 23rd from noon to 1:30 pm at the Yorba 

Linda Public Library. As participants arrive, they had the opportunity to place stickers on “Places of the 

Heart” and “Where Do You Live?” maps.  The Post It Notes from the previous two days were 

displayed and attendees added ideas they feel were not previously represented. The charrette began 

with a brief overview of the project purpose, scope and schedule. RBF presented a summary of the 

input received during the previous Visioning Festival activities. Then participants chose to discuss 

“Community Facilities” in further detail as a key topic that emerged during the Visioning Festival. The 

following notes were taken on a pre-printed worksheet for the topic.  

 

Topic:  Community Facilities 

 

Goal or Policy Direction 

 Utilize community facilities for revenue generation 

 Expand library with services/programs;  Accessible & used by all residents 

 Places for Yorba Linda youth – expanded & diverse sports fields 

 

Key Considerations 

 New sheriff's location? 

 Small skate facilities 

 Good schools 

 Re-use of commercial spaces? 

 Land for parks 

 Potential to use Yorba Linda Water District land 

 Additional community center 

 Meeting spaces 

 Paxton – Needs renovation 

 Central to City & horse property 

 Connections between businesses & community environments 

 Need to have viable uses after 5 p.m. 

 Revenue generation 

 Adequate parking 

 Space needs 

 Users – youth, adults 

 Adult & teen events 

 Other places to go before/after (ancillary uses) 

 Location, easy access for east & wide side 

 Mixed cultural center 7 entertainment & restaurant 

 Park once 

 Need to know what will attract people 

 Specific to Yorba Linda 
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 Pedestrian-friendly 

 Creating a destination 
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Youth Visioning Workshop (June 8, 2012, Yorba Linda Middle School- 
Seventh Grade AVID Class) 

On June 8, 2012, the City conducted a youth visioning workshop exploring ideas related to Yorba 

Linda’s “Treasures,” “Challenges,” and “Visions.” The following are comments written by participants 

during the event’s Post-in-Note exercise.  

Exercise I: Post It Note Visioning 

TREASURES 

 

Fireworks 

• Fireworks 

• 4th of July 

• 4th of July fireworks 

• Have fun with family and meet new people 

 

Bike Trails 

• Bike trails, alot of different trails 

• Biking trails 

• lots of biking trails to walk or ride on with a bike or something 

 

Horses 

• Enhance Paxton 

• Horses 

• Horse trails, it's nice in the morning for walks and an easy way to walk around places 

• Need new horse center 

• Maintain our horse trails 

• Building new equestrian center 

 

Schools 

• Schools 

 

Parks & Sports 

• There's lots of sports you can play in Yorba Linda 

• Skate parks 

• Treasures: park 

• Sports 

• I like having the baseball park here and being able to play 

• Parks: fun during the summer time 

• Veterans park 

• Hockey arena for playing hockey 

• Sports facilities 

• Parks: hanging out with friends 
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• Parks: It's a safe place to have fun and to bring your dog 

 

Concerts 

• Concerts: fun to relax at 

• Concerts: fun to rock out at too 

• Yorba Linda Treasures: music concert in July at the park 

• Music concert: have some time with family and friends 

 

Library 

• Nixon Library 

• Public library 

• Library: Fun to hang out with friends & get work done 

• Yorba Linda Public Library 

 

People 

• People 

• Communities 

• Hand out with friends 

• Fun to talk and stuff 

• Friendly people (nice) 

 

Holiday Activities 

• Holiday activities 

• Holiday tradition 

 

Food & Businesses 

• Starbucks 

• Lampost 

• The food is really good 

• Claim Jumper 

• In-N-Out 

• Stefano's Golden Bake Hams 

• Blast 

• Local places: a lot of good local places 

• Small businesses 

 

Houses/Character 

• Big houses 

• Country & City together 

• Orange trees 

• Not crowded 

• They build house over some historic place of Yorba Linda 

• Treasures: It's not overcrowded still places were _______ no houses 
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CHALLENGES 

 

Animals 

• Dead animals everywhere 

• Coyotes 

• Dead animals 

 

Graffiti & Crime 

• Graffiti 

• Drugs 

• The community faces murders, power outage, and high house and job income 

 

Museum & Zoo 

• More museum 

• Museum & zoo 

• A zoo 

 

Hang Outs 

• More hang outs 

• Not enough places to hang out 

 

Schools 

• Budget cuts in schools 

• Yorba Linda challenges more middle schools 

• More middle schools 

• Challenges: more schools 

• Able to choose high schools even though you don't live there but your parent work there 

• You can't go to high school unless you live around there 

 

Debt 

• Debt 

 

Police 

• Own police department 

• Police station 

• Police department 

• Needs more cops 

 

Restaurants & Stores 

• Not enough stores 

• Not enough restaurants 

• Need an In-N-Out 
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• No Mall in Yorba Linda 

• Need more entertainment 

• Movie theater 

• Very little variety of car dealerships 

• Not enough small businesses 

• Have assigned areas for Farmer's Market close to YLMS 

 

Parks 

• Skate park 

• Not enough parks 

• They need a dog park 

• More parks 

• Low variety of pools, and areas for bikes, scooters, and skateboards 

 

Maintenance 

• I would like to smooth out the horse trails 

• Bike trails are not smooth and there is a lot of cracks and sandbags on the trails 

• Yorba Linda ____ street light by Ohio Street 

 

Sidewalks & Pedestrian Safety 

• New sidewalks 

• More cross walks 

 

Trees & Flowers 

• Planting more flowers 

• Plant more trees and flowers 

 

Water 

• Water issues 

 

Other Notes 

• Lower gas funds 

• City dances: A fun way to meet up with my friends and dance 

 

VISIONS 

 

Trees & Plans 

• More plants less buildings 

• Visions: more trees 

• More red wood forest 

• 200+ more trees 

 

Police 
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• Police Department 

 

Sidewalk 

• New sidewalks 

• Smoothed out bike trails 

 

Heritage Fair 

• Heritage Fair with rides and games 

• Heritage Fair with rides 

 

 

People 

• More ways to help less fortunate people 

• Yorba Linda Visions: Community knows everyone 

 

Schools and Education 

• More college prep 

• More schools 

• Less strict schools (dress code) 

• Stricter schools with drugs 

• More classes and activities for the summer 

• More college prep classes 

• Larger school campus 

 

Skate Park 

• Sports park 

• Skate park 

 

Water 

• Fix water issues 

• Fix Yorba Linda Water District so people will work there again 

 

Parks and Recreation 

• Gym 

• More pools 

• A park that covers 1/4 of Yorba Linda 

• Skate park 

• Outdoor fitness parks nature walks 

• Sky high 

• Have a sky high to be close in Yorba Linda 

• More soccer fields 

• Outdoor go cart track 
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Amusement Park 

• Need more amusement parks 

• Arcade 

• Theme parks 

• Yorba Linda visions: Teen amusement park 

 

Businesses 

• More small businesses 

• Sporting goods store 

• In-N-Out 

• More bowling alleys 

• Starbucks (more) 

 

Creepy Places 

• Knock down creepy place with flickering lights by Mable Paine 

• Knock down haunted and creepy buildings 

 

Recycling & Solar 

• More recycling 

• Switch to solar power 

• More recycling to save more trees to make our air that we breathe more safe 

• Switch to solar power 

 

Bigger City 

• More roads 

• Bigger city 

• New buildings 

• Expand 

 

Mall 

• With a mall in Yorba Linda 

• A Mall 

 

Restaurants & Food 

• More restaurants 

• Candy truck 

• Sweet center 

• I would want alot more Farmer's Market 

• Sweet center - has candy, ice cream, yogart, pretzels, etc. 

• Candy shop 

• We need ice cream/candy store to hangout 
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Fireworks 

• Allow fireworks 

• Needs fireworks 

 

Other Notes 

• Less houses 

• More historical landmarks & buildings that represent Yorba Linda 

• Family environment 

• Fix traffic light by Chevron 

• Lower gas prices 

• Rich, rich City 

• Yorba Linda visions: movie theater 

• Safer 

• Hospitals 

• Summer camps for kids older like 7th grade to 12th grade 

 

Exercise II: Sticky Dot Priorities 

The key topics or themes that emerged in the Post It Note Exercise were written on the wall. Each 

student was given three dot stickers to place on the topics most important to him/her. The following 

topics received dots. 

Fireworks 7 dots 

Bike trails 5 dots 

Food & businesses 13 dots 

Parks/Sports 5 dots 

Schools 1 dot 

Animals 1 dot 

Debt 1 dot 

Graffiti/crime 2 dots 

Hangouts 15 dots 

Police 4 dots 

Maintenance 1 dot 

Trees/flowers 2 dots 

Sidewalks/safety 2 dots 

Waterpark 1 dot 

Arcade 2 dots 

Amusement park 8 dots 

Skatepark 24 dots 

Creepy places 8 dots 
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Summer Visioning (July 28, 2012, Farmer’s Market) 

On July 28, 2012, the City held a drop-in Visioning Session at the former Yorba Linda Hardware 

Store space during the Farmer’s Market. Community members could view an informational 

PowerPoint, read information about the General Plan and Parks and Recreation Master Plan, and 

provide input on Post It Notes. The following are comments written on the Post It Note. The comments 

are provided verbatim. 

Treasures 

"What do you treasure about Yorba Linda?" 

 Horse trails, quaint environment 

 Horse trail atmosphere 

 Beautiful peaceful – small town & what you need & "close to get" in a bigger town in Brea, 

Orange, etc. 

 

Challenges 

"What are Yorba Linda's challenges?" 

 How to keep it quaint but grow for the community 

 Maintaining the small town feel that drew many of the "old time" residents in the first place 

 How to move into an unstable climate future – we are so dependent on cab to get around 

 

Visions 

"What are your visions for Yorba Linda's future?" 

 Better restaurants for the residents! Don't make us drive elsewhere! 

 Safe peaceful, community full of young and old, a sense of optimism for the future but respect 

for the past. 

 Encourage the use of native plants, less H2O use; continue to maintain trails and open space 
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Parks and Recreation Master Plan Outreach (February 2012- August 2013) 

As part of the General Plan update, the City also developed a Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 

From February 2012 through August 2013, the City conducted specific outreach meetings for this 

effort. The following is a summary of meeting comments and results from group exercises.  

Sports Group Questionnaire 
 
Organization Ages 

Served 

Total 

Served 

Projected 

Growth 

Next 5 

Yrs 

Need 

Lights 

Field Needs Comments 

 

PYLGSA 

(Softball) 

 

5 to 18 

 

560 

 

0% 

 

Yes 

 

Dedicated 

Softball 

Facility 

 

Currently use 6 fields, have conflicts with soccer & 

baseball 

 

EYLLL 

(Baseball) 

 

5 to 15 

 

500 

 

5% 

 

Yes 

 

Need lights 

 

Need Lighted Fields for Practice, level surfaces and 

better water management on fields 

 

YHLL 

(Baseball) 

 

5 to 15 

 

353 

 

5% 

 

Yes 

 

Batting 

Cages 

 

Have conflicts with Soccer 

 

WYLLL 

(Baseball) 

 

5 to 18 

 

500 

 

0% 

 

No 

 

Annual 

Maintenance 

 

Would like better field maintenance 

 

YLPWF 

(Football) 

 

7 to 15 

 

440 

 

5% 

 

Yes 

 

Better field 

conditions 

 

Operate an adult Challenger Division that could 

grow 

 

JUSA 

(Soccer) 

 

5 to 

Adult 

 

3700 

 

10% 

Adult 

 

Yes 

 

Need more 

lighted 

practice & 

game fields  

 

Conflicts with football, baseball & softball  

Would like dedicated soccer complex 

 

AYSO 

(Soccer) 

 

5 to 18 

 

500 

 

5% 

 

Yes 

 

Need a 

U15/Adult 

field 

 

Conflicts with football, baseball & softball  

Would like dedicated soccer complex 

 

NCP 

(Soccer) 

 

5 to 18 

 

170 

 

+10% 

 

Yes 

 

Need 3 

additional 

fields over the 

next five years 

 

Club soccer program operates year round 

Needs more lighted fields 

 

YLB 

(Basketball) 

 

5 to 18 

 

650 

 

0% 

 

Gym 

 

Would need 

more gym 

time to 

expand 

 

Use Tommy Lasurda & Travis Ranch Gyms 

Reported scoreboard needs repair – blubs out 
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NJB 

(Basketball) 

 

5 to 15 

 

500 

 

10% + 

 

Gym 

 

Would need 

more gym 

time to 

expand 

 

Use Tommy Lasurda & Travis Ranch Gyms 

Would like a third gym to expand 

 

 
Equestrian Focus Group (March 8, 2012, Yorba Linda Community Center- Activity 
Room B) 
 
Exercise I: Individual Exercise on Equestrian Needs  

Using handheld polling devices, the participants provided input on 25 different statements related to 

equestrian needs in Yorba Linda. The following summarizes results of the individual exercise. 
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Exercise II: Group Input on Priorities for Equestrian Services  

Participants were divided into 3 groups. Each group was asked to determine as a group the most 

important facilities and programs for equestrians in Yorba Linda and answer questions provide on 

worksheets. The following were the groups’ responses to the worksheet questions. 

1. Please list the 3 most important programs your group believes should be offered for 

equestrians in Yorba Linda. 

a. Group 1: 

i. Boarding 

ii. Training/lessons 

iii. Shows/events 

b. Group 2: 

i. Lessons/training (individual & group) 

ii. Shows/competitions 

iii. Educational programs 

c. Group 3: 

i. No City involvement in equestrian programs at all. Just provide safe and 

adequate facilities 

 
2. Please list the 3 most important amenities that the group thinks should be included at the 

Phillip Paxton Equestrian Center. 

a. Group 1: 

i. Large covered arena with good footing 

ii. Multiple arenas/turn-outs 

iii. Trailer parking 

b. Group 2: 

i. Multiple arenas 

ii. Covered arena 

iii. Trailer parking 

c. Group 3: 

i. Appropriate footing and fencing and lighting, restrooms, clean water 

ii. Parking areas with proper surfaces 

iii. Covered arenas 

 
3.  As a group, please come to a consensus on how you think is the best way for the City to 

operate an equestrian center. (Please check only one of the possible options below) 

o The City should operate the equestrian center directly and work with equestrian groups 

to schedule programs & arena time. 

o The City should lease the equestrian center to a commercial equestrian operator to run 

as an equestrian business. 

o The City should hire an Equestrian Center Manager to run the center to be paid for 

from fees charged to use the facilities. 

o The City should lease the equestrian center to a non-profit equestrian organization for 

$1 per year and have them run it. 
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o The City should provide an arena only and let groups or individuals reserve it, similar 

to community center meeting room space. 

o The City should establish public hours the arena is available and then contract with 

trainers, instructors and special interest groups who wish to rent time at the facility. 

 
a. Group 1: The City should operate the equestrian center directly and work with 

equestrian groups to schedule programs and arena time. 

b. Group 2: The City should lease the equestrian center to a commercial equestrian 

operator to run as an equestrian business. 

c. Group 3: none checked 

 

Group Discussion & Summary of Equestrian Focus Group Input  

The comments from each group’s worksheet were recorded on a flip chart, along with other 

discussion items. The following are the notes from the discussion. 

PROGRAMS 

 

 Lessons/training 

 Shows/competitions 

 Educational programs 

 Boarding 

 

AMENITIES 

 

 Arenas w/appropriate amenities & features 

 Parking areas w/proper surface 

 Covered arena 

 Multiple arenas 

 Feasibility study for equestrian center – revisit 

 Current usage of current facility 

 Connectivity to trails 

 Arena space to accommodate all breeds 

 Connect to school riding program (K-12 Cal State Fullerton) 

 Therapeutic riding 

 Unfinished trails 

 Reaching out to non-equestrian community on benefits 
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Senior Citizen Survey (July 2012) 

SENIOR CITIZEN SURVEY OVERVIEW 

As part of the public input process for the update of the City of Yorba Linda’s Park & Recreation 

Master Plan, a senior citizen survey was conducted in April and May 2012 to gain feedback on how 

aware seniors are of the programs, activities and services that are available to them in Yorba Linda; if 

they think any of these programs, activities and services should be expanded; and, if they would be 

willing to pay a fee for the programs, activities, facilities and services if it was affordable. 

The survey also asked for information about their use of the Yorba Linda Community Center for senior 

programs and their use of the Yorba Linda Public Library.  Questions on age, living arrangements, 

ethnicity, gender and their use of computers was also asked.  Finally, the seniors were given the 

opportunity to make suggestions and give additional comments. 

The survey was handed out to seniors participating in activities and programs at the Yorba Linda 

Community Center, given to members of the Senior Club in Yorba Linda and distributed to seniors 

using the Library and those participating in other organizations’ senior activities.  About 1,000 surveys 

were handed out and 124 were returned.  There were some surveys returned where the respondent 

did not answer all of the questions, choosing to answer only those they wanted to give input on.   

The completed surveys represented a good mix of demographics and a good cross section of 

program participants.  While a random written survey is not statistically a representation of all seniors 

in the community, the over 10% return rate does provide considerable input on senior needs and 

demand for services in Yorba Linda.  This survey, along with direct input from focus groups, interviews 

and other community surveys, provides a good basis for determining future senior citizen activity, 

program, facility and service needs. 

 

DEMOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW OF SURVEY RESPONDENTS 

Gender 

Thirty-one percent (31%) of the respondents were male and sixty-nine percent (69%) were female. So 

more than double the survey responses are from women.  According to the “ESRI” 2010 Census 

Summary Profile demographic information (this will be used in both the General Plan Update and the 

Parks & Recreation Master Plan Update), the percentage breakdown of males and females 50 years of 

age and older in Yorba Linda is 48.5 % male and 51.5% female.  In reviewing the attendance figures 

of seniors in programs at the Yorba Linda Community Center, we found that the response percentages 

approximate the actual participation rates between men and women.  The possible reasons for this 

and what possible things could be implemented to increase the male participation in senior programs 

and activities will be discussed in the final needs analysis of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 

Ethnicity 

Seventy nine percent (79%) of the respondents indicated their race as Caucasian; 8% Asian (other 

than Chinese, Vietnamese or Korean); 6% Chinese; 2% Vietnamese; 2% Hispanic; 2% Native 

Hawaiian/Pacific Islander and 1% Native American Indian or Alaska Native. The “ESRI” 2010 Census 

Summary Profile of ethnic breakdown for persons 50 and older in Yorba Linda shows that 80% are 

Caucasian, 14% Asian, 10% Hispanic, 1% Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, and 3% Native American or 
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Alaska Native.  This means the ethnic percentage distribution of surveys received is generally 

consistent with the percentage distribution of seniors in Yorba Linda, except for the low response rate 

of the senior Hispanic population. 

Age 

The age distributions of the respondents were as follows:  

50 – 59 = 11% 

60 – 69 = 22% 

70 – 79 = 52% 

80 – 89 = 18% 

90 – 99 = 3% 

No one over 100 years of age responded. 

The “ESRI” 2010 Census Summary Profile of people over 50 years of age in Yorba Linda is as 

follows: 

50 – 59 = 51% 

60 – 69 = 30% 

70 – 79 = 12% 

80 – 89 = 5% 

90 + = 2% 

As can be expected, the majority of senior services and program users are between the ages of 60 to 

89, with ages 70 to 79 the highest users of senior programs.  However, the survey does represent 

responses from all age groups 50 to 99 using or participating in senior activities in Yorba Linda. 

Living Situation 

Eighty six percent (86%) of the respondents live independently in their own home or apartment. 

Fourteen percent (14%) either live in their children’s home or their children live with them in their 

home.  This statistic is most likely due to the current economic situation and to cultural preferences to 

take care of one’s family.  It is consistent with AARP’s findings that over 10% of the seniors in America 

either live with their children or their children live with them. We did not receive any responses from 

seniors living in assisted living or full care facilities.   
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Computer Knowledge & Ownership 

Ninety four percent (94%) responded that they own a computer that works and ninety two percent 

(92%) responded that they know how to use the computer.  Ninety one percent (91%) indicated they 

send and receive e-mail, twenty nine percent (29%) said they use Facebook, and 4% said they used 

Twitter.  It appears that communicating with seniors via e-mail blasts and Facebook will be an 

effective way of marketing and informing seniors of available programs, activities and services. 

PROGRAM AND FACILITY AWARENESS AND PARTICIPARTON 

Participation in Programs at the Yorba Linda Community Center 

Eighty percent (80%) of responders said they participate in senior and other programs at the Yorba 

Linda Community Center.  Twenty percent (20%) indicated they participated in senior programs 

elsewhere.  Seventy three percent (73%) of responders indicated they participate in senior programs 

with friends or neighbors, while twenty seven percent (27%) indicated they attend programs and 

activities on their own. 

Deterrents to Participation 

When asked if there are any deterrents to them participating in programs or activities at the 

Community Center, seventy four percent (74%) said there were no reasons they could not participate 

in programs at the Community Center. Thirteen percent (13%) said they could not afford the cost of 

classes and activities, 4% said transportation was a deterrent, 4% said their health was a deterrent, 4% 

said they have a disability that prevents them from participating, and 2% said programs at the 

Community Center were either not convenient for them or did not interest them. 

Volunteering 

Twenty seven percent (27%) said they volunteer to work in some capacity at the Community Center’s 

senior programs, while seventy three percent (73%) said they did not volunteer.  If more volunteers are 

needed City staff may want to do some follow up surveying to ascertain what it would take to interest 

more seniors to volunteer. 

Use of the Yorba Linda Community Center 

Ninety one percent (91%) responded that they have used the Community Center for programs, 

activities or services.  Twenty eight percent (28%) said they use the Community Center daily, fifty nine 

percent (59%) said they use the center weekly, and thirteen percent (13%) said they use the 

Community Center once a month or less.  The responses here indicate a high degree of repeat use, 

i.e. eighty seven percent (87%) use the Community Center at least weekly. 

Use of the Yorba Linda Library 

When asked if they use the Yorba Linda Library, fifty one percent (51%) of the seniors responded that 

they did, while forty nine percent (49%) said they did not use the Library.  Of those that said they use 

the Library, only 1% said they use it daily, while twenty four percent (24%) said they use the Library 

weekly.  Seventy eight percent (78%) responded that they use the Library once a month or less. 
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Awareness of Facilities and Programs 

Seniors were given a list of senior programs, activities, services and facilities that exist in Yorba Linda 

and asked if they knew that these things were available to them.  The purpose of this question was to 

ascertain the degree of awareness seniors have of the opportunities available to them in Yorba Linda.   

The following table shows the percentage of respondents answering “yes”, that they are aware of the 

program, activity or facility, the remaining responses either did not know of the opportunity or were 

not sure if it was available to them. 

 

Activity/Service/Facility Percentage of “Yes” Answers 

Senior Volunteer Program 

 

74% 

TRAILS – Senior Mobility Program 

 

74% 

Daily Senior Lunch Program 

 

97% 

Health Fairs and Flu Clinics 

 

89% 

Contract Classes (Yoga, Computer, Zumba, 

Line Dance, Osteoporosis, etc. 

91% 

Volunteer Exercise Classes 

 

87% 

Senior Boutiques 

 

74% 

Senior Movies 

 

95% 

Wii Activities 

 

74% 

Senior Dances 

 

87% 

Dance Classes 

 

90% 

Craft Classes 

 

90% 

Mah Jong 

 

75% 

Game Room/Card Room 

 
99% 

Parties and holiday activities 

 
92% 

Senior Bulletin 

 

100% 

AARP Tax Help 

 

83% 
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Activity/Service/Facility Percentage of “Yes” Answers 

Preventative Health Care for Adults (PHCA) 
69% 

Senior Resource Information (housing, 

transportation, etc) 
68% 

Get Informed Lecture Series 

 

65% 

Retirement Planning 

 

59% 

Ballroom Dancing Lessons 

 

63% 

Government Surplus Food Distribution 
76% 

Tennis 

 

51% 

Ping Pong 

 

66% 

Bridge 

 

88% 

Bingo 

 

87% 

Places to Walk and Stroll 

 

82% 

Passive Areas with Park Benches 

 

78% 

Concerts 

 

77% 

Travel Programs 

 

92% 

Reading Rooms 

 

60% 

Internet Access 

 

60% 

Billiards 

 

54% 

OAP Exercise, Wellness, Quilting & Mature 

Driving 

 

81% 

Senior Tea & Fashion Show 

 

74% 

Overall, the awareness percentages are good and show that a high majority of seniors are getting the 

information they need to be aware of the opportunities available to them in Yorba Linda.  Those 

programs, facilities and services that received less than a 70% awareness rating should be looked at 
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as to how information about them can be publicized more so that seniors are made more aware of 

these opportunities. 

Need for Additional Programs 

Seniors were asked to review the list again and indicate if they thought city staff needed to focus on 

offering any more of the items listed.  This question was asked to ascertain if seniors thought that the 

existing level of offerings is adequate or if there were certain programs, facilities or services that 

needed to be increased.  The following table shows the results of the percentage of responders 

answering “Yes” that the level of offerings for these items needs to be increased.  The remaining 

percentages did not think any increase in the offering of these programs, services or facilities is 

needed.    

 

Activity/Service/Facility Percentage of “Yes” Answers 

Senior Volunteer Program 

 

24% 

TRAILS – Senior Mobility Program 

 

31% 

Daily Senior Lunch Program 

 

21% 

Health Fairs and Flu Clinics 

 

30% 

Contract Classes (Yoga, Computer, Zumba, 

Line Dance, Osteoporosis, etc. 

29% 

Volunteer Exercise Classes 

 

33% 

Senior Boutiques 

 

20% 

Senior Movies 

 

23% 

Wii Activities 

 
18% 

Senior Dances 

 

23% 

Dance Classes 

 

28% 

Craft Classes 

 

33% 

Mah Jong 

 

26% 

Game Room/Card Room 

 

29% 

Parties and holiday activities 

 

21% 
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Activity/Service/Facility Percentage of “Yes” Answers 

Senior Bulletin 

 

24% 

AARP Tax Help 

 

19% 

Preventative Health Care for Adults (PHCA) 
24% 

Senior Resource Information (housing, 

transportation, etc) 

23% 

Get Informed Lecture Series 

 

20% 

Retirement Planning 

 

19% 

Ballroom Dancing Lessons 

 

23% 

Government Surplus Food Distribution 
20% 

Tennis 

 

14% 

Ping Pong 

 

16% 

Bridge 

 

27% 

Bingo 

 

22% 

Places to Walk and Stroll 

 

25% 

Passive Areas with Park Benches 

 

27% 

Concerts 

 

28% 

Travel Programs 

 

25% 

Reading Rooms 

 

24% 

Internet Access 

 
26% 

Billiards 

 

23% 

OAP Exercise, Wellness, Quilting & Mature 

Driving 

 

22% 

Senior Tea & Fashion Show 

 

18% 
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While an average of twenty five percent (25%) responded that there should be more offerings of the 

programs and activities listed, an average of seventy five percent (75%) indicated the level of offerings 

are fine and do not need to be increased.  City staff may want to look at those items that received 

more than 25% “Yes” responses that the offering needs to be increased to see if there is actually a 

demand for it or if the respondents just like the program and responded accordingly.  

Willingness to Pay 

The final question dealt with the issue of paying for the items listed.  Seniors were asked to review the 

list again and indicate if they would be willing to pay for the activity, facility or service if they thought it 

was affordable.  This question was included to ascertain the willingness of seniors to pay for existing 

programs and services if a time comes that tax dollars are no longer available to subsidize or support 

the offerings.  The following chart shows the percentage of seniors responding “Yes” they would be 

willing to pay for the program, service or facility.  The remaining responses were either “no”, they 

would not pay for the item; or, they were unsure if they would be willing to pay or not. 

 

Activity/Service/Facility Percentage of “Yes” Answers 

Senior Volunteer Program 

 

13% 

TRAILS – Senior Mobility Program 

 
28% 

Daily Senior Lunch Program 

 

40% 

Health Fairs and Flu Clinics 

 

28% 

Contract Classes (Yoga, Computer, Zumba, 

Line Dance, Osteoporosis, etc. 

36% 

Volunteer Exercise Classes 

 

18% 

Senior Boutiques 

 

18% 

Senior Movies 

 

18% 

Wii Activities 

 

16% 

Senior Dances 

 

27% 

Dance Classes 

 

31% 

Craft Classes 

 

26% 

Mah Jong 

 

20% 
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Activity/Service/Facility Percentage of “Yes” Answers 

Game Room/Card Room 

 

22% 

Parties and holiday activities 

 

23% 

Senior Bulletin 

 

16% 

AARP Tax Help 

 

35% 

Preventative Health Care for Adults (PHCA) 
16% 

Senior Resource Information (housing, 

transportation, etc) 

15% 

Get Informed Lecture Series 

 

15% 

Retirement Planning 

 

14% 

Ballroom Dancing Lessons 

 

18% 

Government Surplus Food Distribution 
14% 

Tennis 

 

11% 

Ping Pong 

 

11% 

Bridge 

 

22% 

Bingo 

 

21% 

Places to Walk and Stroll 

 

13% 

Passive Areas with Park Benches 

 

11% 

Concerts 

 

19% 

Travel Programs 

 
31% 

Reading Rooms 

 

9% 

Internet Access 

 

12% 

Billiards 

 

11% 
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Activity/Service/Facility Percentage of “Yes” Answers 

OAP Exercise, Wellness, Quilting & Mature 

Driving 

 

35% 

Senior Tea & Fashion Show 

 

21% 

 

The percentage of seniors that would pay for existing programs, facilities and services if the city were 

forced to charge for them to keep them going is relatively low.  Those items that received a twenty five 

percent (25%) or higher “Yes” response stand the best chance of continuing to draw participation if 

fees need to be charged or increased to continue the activity.  Willingness to pay should not be 

considered an indicator of the popularity of a program, facility or service, but rather the perceived 

value to a senior in their personal budget of what they would be willing to spend their money on. 

 

SENIOR COMMENTS 

Seniors were given an opportunity to provide a comment at the end of the survey.  The following is a 

list of the comments received. 

 “I would like to see more trees planted on the walking trails” 

 “We have been members of the Senior Center since it opened and are proud to have it in 

Yorba Linda” 

 “I think the TRAILS bus transportation should be available to persons who are in close 

proximity to Yorba Linda because the community center is more convenient to them” 

 “The staff working at the community center is wonderful” 

 “Bridge teachers are great” 

 “Bridge is a terrific asset for the seniors of Yorba Linda, it keeps their minds sharp and gives 

them opportunity to socialize” 

 “I love the dance classes, I go 2 or 3 times a week” 

 “Bridge occupies seniors 6 hours per week which is a great thing” 

 “Duplicate bridge lessons bring more participants to the community center” 

 “There needs to be more duplicate bridge lessons for beginner’s, maybe you could increase 

the number of volunteer teachers” 

 “The community center staff is doing a great job, keep it up” 

 “The opportunity to learn and play bridge is very important to seniors” 

 “Yorba Linda needs a nicer Senior Center like the one in Anaheim” 

 “We need a larger card room” 

 “It would be nice to have a snack bar open during the day when seniors are in the community 

center” 

 “I would like to see better quality lunches” 

 “Can the coffee be ready at 8am sharp when people arrive?” 

 “We could use a new copy machine for the senior club” 

 “I would like to suggest a larger card room, an open area like in other senior centers” 

 “I wish there were more free yoga programs” 
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 “I am a resident of Yorba Linda but I participate in the senior programs with my friends who 

live in Placentia and would like to see the transportation extended so we all could get to the 

community center together” 

 “The health and wellness exercise programs are excellent” 

 “I like the exercise programs that let you do as little or as much as you want, please keep this 

program” 

 “Thanks for asking for my input” 

 “I participate in all the senior activities at the community center and enjoy it very much” 

 “Thank you for the survey, looking forward to seeing the results” 

 “I enjoy all the activities available to me at the community center” 

 “I come to the community center several times a week and enjoy the cleanliness of the facility” 

 “The only service besides street cleaning I utilize in Yorba Linda is the bridge program at the 

community center” 

 “Yorba Linda needs a bigger room for pool tables like Fullerton and Anaheim have” 

 “I have been attending senior programs at the community center for 2 1/2 years and I think it 

is now time for the City to build a new senior center to house all the baby boomers who will 

be taking classes in the future” 

 “The exercise classes and movement classes, like dance, are helping me stay fit” 

 “I wish the City would do away with the “Right Turn Only” at the exit of the community center 

parking lot” 

 “I always have a nice day when I go to the community center” 

 “I really appreciate the computer classes” 

 “Doing a monthly senior bulletin would be great as it would inform more seniors” 

 “The senior bulletin should be put in prominent areas and be larger” 

 “Thank you for taking this survey” 

 “I would like to see increased services for transportation” 

 “The TRAILS bus needs more room for legs” 

 “I would like to see a new facility for seniors with larger rooms” 

 “We need a bigger room for bridge” 

 “I enjoy the table tennis program and would like to see a larger room for it” 

 “I would like to see a separate facility for seniors with larger rooms” 

 “I enjoy the reading rooms at the library and would like to see more reading spaces available” 

 “The library reading programs are excellent” 

 “The TRAILS transportation program needs more days” 

 “The exercise programs are excellent, it keeps us healthy and mentally alert” 

 “I would like to see a gym with a personal trainer for seniors, this would be an excellent idea 

to keep senior healthy and fit, many senior centers provide this service i.e. Cerritos Senior 

Center” 

 “I think the senior programs are great and would like to see a new senior center facility so the 

programs can be expanded” 
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Senior Club Meeting (May 7, 2012) 
 
Notes  

 Is there a way for a Buena Park resident to get transportation to senior activities in Yorba 

Linda? 

o ACCESS service limited distance, wouldn’t reach Buena Park 

o OCTA busses 

 Open area outside the Community Center along Casa Loma would be a good location for a 

senior center 

 Surcharge for non-resident participation in sports groups is frustrating 

 
Teen Action Committee 
 
Exercise I: Individual Exercise on Teen Needs   

Using handheld polling devices, the participants provided input on 25 different statements related to 

teen parks and recreation needs in Yorba Linda. The following show the results of the individual 

exercise.  
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Exercise II: Group Input on Priorities for Park Facilities and Programs that Serve Teens 

The participants were divided into 2 groups. Each group was tasked with determining as a group the 

most important facilities and programs that serve teens in Yorba Linda and recording them on a 

worksheet. The following were the groups’ responses to the questions on the worksheets. 

1. Please list the 3 most important types of park and recreation facilities your group believes 

best serves the needs of teens. 

a. Group 1:  

i. Skate Park 

ii. Golf Course 

iii. Equestrian Center 

b. Group 2: 

i. Skate parks 

ii. Gyms 

iii. Performing arts center 



 

Yorba Linda General Plan 

 

  Page B-54                                                                                           Public Review Draft 

2. Please list the 3 most important park amenities that the group thinks should be included in 

future park development. 

a. Group 1: 

i. Baseball 

ii. Football 

iii. Disc Golf 

b. Group 2: 

i. A pool 

ii. Big fields 

iii. Sports courts 

3. Please come to a consensus on what you think are the top 3 programs/activities that the 

City should offer for teens. 

a. Group 1:  

i. Dances 

ii. Field Trips 

iii. Concerts 

iv. Aren’t enough right now 

b. Group 2: 

i. Studying programs 

ii. Cooking classes 

iii. Golf programs 

Group Discussion  

The group exercise responses were recorded on flip charts, along with other things the Teen Action 

Committee participants would like to see. The following are the notes from this group discussion: 

1. Facilities 

 

 Skate park 

 Golf course 

 Equestrian center 

 Gymnasiums 

 Performing arts center 

 

2. Amenities 

 

 Swimming pool (or separate facility) 

 Sports fields 

 Sports courts 

 Disc golf course 

 Baseball & football 

 Paintball course 

 

3. Programs 

 Study programs 
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 Cooking classes 

 Golf programs 

 Dances 

 Field trips 

 Concerts for teens 

 Art classes / home economics / creative classes 

 Unique sports programs 

 Track & field 

 Lacrose 

 

4. Getting the Word Out 

 School announcements 

 Facebook & Twitter ads 

 More events & socials 

 More programs in general 

 Battle of the bands 

 Woodshop 

 Music 

 Art-sculpting, painting 

 Baking 

 Sewing 

 
 
Indoor Sports Group (April 19, 2012, Yorba Linda Community Center- Room A) 

  
Parks & Recreation Master Plan & General Plan Update Process Overview – Ron Hagan, RBF 

Consulting, gave an overview of the General Plan Update and Parks & Recreation Master Plan 

process and a brief overview of project objectives and timeline.  

Indoor Sports Group Introductions & Comments – Those in attendance included the following:  

 Robert Karraa, Co-President National Junior Basketball  

 Anthony Lannone, Co –President National Junior Basketball  

 Doug, Treasurer National Junior Basketball  

 Doug Dickerson, President Yorba Linda Basketball  

 Dale Buscaino, Yorba Linda Basketball  

 Craig Tefertiller, Impact Volleyball  

 Eric Beck, Impact Volleyball  
 

Selected speaker for each sports group gave an overview and history of their program and comments 

on issues facing them, their needs and projections for the future.  

 
A. National Junior Basketball  

 Has been in Yorba Linda for 25 years  

 National Organization Yorba Linda Association has players from Yorba Linda, Anaheim 

Hills, Placentia and Brea  
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 Have 500+ participants  

 Uses Tommy Lasorda and Travis Ranch gyms  

 Funding comes primarily from registration fees, donations, and fund raising  

 

B. Yorba Linda Basketball  

 Has been in Yorba Linda for 21 years  

 Local organization that plays 8 man teams  

 Participants from Yorba Linda, Anaheim Hills, Placentia and Brea  

 Have 650+ participants  

 Uses Tommy Lasorda, Travis Ranch and Yorba Linda High School gyms  

 Funding comes from registration fees, donations and parent support  

 

C. Impact Volleyball  

 Has been in existence for 23 years  

 Local club volleyball organization  

 Participants are from Yorba Linda, Anaheim Hills, Placentia, and Brea  

 Have 150 – 200 participants in the club, however, 400-500 girls try out  

 Uses Heritage Oak High School gym  

 Funding comes from school support and registration fees  

 

Summary of Issues, Needs, and Requests  

 

a. Group expressed concerns about the City’s non-resident policy and how it’s used to prioritize 

the allocation of gym time. All the youth sports groups draw participants based on the PYLUSD 

boundaries, which don’t match the City boundaries, and the get penalized for having kids on 

the teams from Anaheim Hills, Placentia and Brea.  

b. Groups expressed a concern that the City policy prohibiting the charging of admission to the 

City gyms prevents them from hosting tournaments and raising revenue to pay for the fees the 

City charges them for the use of the gym facilities. 

c. Recently approved fee increases for use of facilities will impact the registration fees for 

participants for next year, in some cases it will raise the registration fees from $150 per 

participant to $400 per participant in order to cover the increased cost of rental fees. 

d. Groups were concerned that the new fees were adopted without input from the user groups, 

they commented that their fees went up disproportionally to fees charged by outside groups 

who rent the facilities. 

e. The groups expressed a need for lighted outdoor basketball & volleyball courts for practice, 

they currently use school district facilities which are in poor condition and poorly maintained.  

f. The groups suggested a joint development and use agreement with the School District to 

resurface and light the basketball & volleyball courts at Yorba Linda Middle School. They 
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anticipate that 8 lighted basketball courts and 4 lighted volleyball courts for practice during 

the non-day light saving time hours are needed and that an 8pm curfew on the lights would 

be perfectly satisfactory with them. During the fall, winter, spring months of standard time 

coaches cannot practice after 5pm which makes it difficult for both coaches and participants. 

g. The groups indicated that over the past two years volleyball has been growing substantially 

and that more sand volleyball courts and gym time for volleyball is needed  

h. There is currently only one volleyball court at the Travis Ranch gym and a second court would 

be highly desirable. 

i. The groups understand the relationship between the City and the School District for joint use 

of the gyms; however, it sometimes seems that the School District has the ability to override 

the City’s use of the facilities thus impacting their programs. Their wish list would be to have a 

City only multipurpose gym with two full size basketball courts that can be configured to 4-6 

youth basketball & volleyball courts.  

j. The groups indicated that the lights on the scoreboards at both the Lasorda and Travis gyms 

frequently burn out and if it happens on a Friday the lights do not get fixed until the following 

Monday and that it would be helpful if weekend staff at the two gyms were trained to service 

the lights on the scoreboards.  

k. The groups indicated that the microphones and speakers for the sound systems at the Lasorda 

and Travis gyms are not state of the art and frequently do not work properly. Upgraded sound 

systems at both facilities is desirable.  

l. The groups expressed concerned that the part time staff that work the weekend at the gyms 

doesn’t always know who is supposed to be in the gym or what is scheduled to go on at the 

facility and there needs to be better communication and training of weekend staff both about 

the scheduling and the operation of the facility.  

m. The groups reported that although the floors are in good condition at both gyms there is a 

lack of floor maintenance (i.e., sweeping the floor), to keep it clean between games. They 

report that the floors are cleaned in the morning before their games begin, however, no one 

sweeps the floor until the evening after they leave. The groups said they would sweep the floor 

between games if the City provided them access to the wide dust mops to clean the floors.  

n. The groups reported that the lighting levels at each of the gyms are different with the older 

Travis Ranch Gym being the poorest quality light. They reported that the new Yorba Linda 

High School Gym has a state of the art lighting system and that they would like to see the 

Lasorda Gym and the Travis Ranch Gym lighting be upgraded to the level of Yorba Linda 

High School gym.  

o. All of the groups requested that the floor at the Travis Ranch Gym be resurfaced because it 

has become dark with all of the dirt and oils that have been imbedded by the heavy use the 

floor has received.  
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p. The groups would like to see the Park & Recreation Master Plan address and develop a 

recommendation for better policies regarding how non-residents are treated when enrolled a 

youth sports program along with Yorba Linda residents. They made the point that youth from 

Anaheim Hills, Placentia and Brea find it more convenient to play in the Yorba Linda 

programs with the kids they go to school with, yet there is no reciprocal access to gym facilities 

for the Yorba Linda programs in Anaheim Hills, Placentia and Brea. They would also like to 

see the Master Plan address the policy of not being able to charge admissions so that they can 

host tournaments and the Master Plan address the policy of not allowing them to operate 

snack bars at City facilities, because if they could, they could raise funds to pay the City fees 

without having to raise participant registration fees.  
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Community Survey 
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Cultural and Fine Arts Focus Group (September 10, 2012, Yorba Linda Community 
Center) 
 
Attended by 4 Community Members. 

Presentation and Group Discussion 

Some discussion points raised during the meeting included: 

 Funding challenges 

 Opportunities 

o The money names the opportunities 

o Endowment 

o Private investors 

o Donors 

 Certainty first, before investment 

 City Council challenges 

 Public vs. Private Facility 

 Joint Use/Multi-Use Facility 

o Local use 

 See prior Facility Feasibility Study 

The group discussed the following topics: 

 Programs that should be financially supported by the City Yorba Linda 

 Cultural arts facilities that should be recommended in the master plan 

 Best way for the City to support the arts in Yorba Linda 

The discussion lead to the following points: 

 Downtown as a Gathering Place, a new town center/art district 

 Art District with entertainment and dining, visually and intellectually stimulating, gallery/display 

area 

 No Joint-Use 

 Groups have to go out of YL to perform = not good.  They are forgotten 

 Want a unique separate facility 
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 Want entertainment and dining in Yorba Linda 

 Library  

o Changing needs but still very important 

 Seniors, teens, and babies are covered but there is no place for the age groups between teen 

and seniors 

 Public Art Pieces – YL doesn’t have any and they are sad about it. 

o Get money from hotel taxes and development fees 

 City vs. Private Money $$ 

o What about Chamber of Commerce support? 

o When City Funding is cut, programs get cut 

 Need a long term funding source like a non-profit, not the City 

o Need a strong advocate for the arts on City Council 

 Community support is there already 

 YL needs an Arts Identity 

o Already have sports, schools, equestrian 

 YL Wants/Needs:  

o Craft Center 

 Don’t forget about all age groups 

 Studio – artist is residency is a great idea 

 Look at Palos Verdes 

o Paint, ceramics, fashion, entertainment, homes tours, picnics 

 Want a center than anyone can drop into 

o Gallery walks like Fullerton  

 Let’s involve business owners 

 Private arts/dance centers can get pricy 
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Survey Results 

Participants were asked to rank the importance of the places that were presented on a scale of 1to 5; 

1 being most important and 5 being not important.    
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Outdoor Sports Focus Group (May 3, 2012, Yorba Linda Community Center- Imperial 
Room C) 
 

Outdoor Sports Group Introductions & Comments – Those in attendance included the following:   

 Ted Lawton, President PYLGSA 

 Danielle Zavala, President WYLLL 

 Jeff Leech, JUSA 

 James Stinnett, PYLGSA 

 Greg Stull, JUSA 

 Ryan Nagao, AYSO 

 Josh Melendez, YLP YMCA 

Selected speaker for each sports group gave an overview and history of their program and comments 

on issues facing them, their needs and projections for the future. 

A. AYSO 

 Has been in Yorba Linda for over 10 years 

 National Organization Regional Association has players from Yorba Linda, Anaheim 

Hills, Placentia, Brea, Orange, & Tustin 

 Have 500+ participants 

 Hosts tournaments on a rotating basis 

 Funding comes primarily from registration fees, donations, and fund raising 

B.  PYLGSA 

 Has been in Yorba Linda for 40 years 

 Local organization with 35 member Board 

 Participants  are almost all from Yorba Linda 

 Have 550+ participants 

 Uses six fields and coordinates with soccer & baseball 

 Funding comes from registration fees, donations and parent support 

 C.  YLP YMCA 

 Currently runs afterschool programs at Fairmont elementary 

 Would like to expand after school programs if it can get facilitie3s and funding  

 Operate an adult soccer program in Placentia  

 

D.  JUSA 

 Has been in Yorba Linda 39 years 

 Operates recreation and club soccer programs 

 90% of recreation soccer participants are from Yorba Linda 
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 Operate fall and spring programs 

 They don’t operate any adult leagues 

 They have provided over $100,000 in field maintenance and improvements over the 

years 

E.  WYLLL 

 Have been in Yorba Linda since 1987 

 They play at Veterans Field 

 They operate programs for T-Ball through Seniors division 

 Funding comes from snack bar and parent support for fund raising 

 

Summary of Issues, Needs, and Requests 

a. Group expressed concerns about the City’s non-resident policy and how it’s used to prioritize 

the allocation of field time.  All the youth sports groups draw participants based on the 

PYLUSD boundaries, which don’t match the City boundaries, and they get penalized for 

having kids on the teams from Anaheim Hills, Placentia and Brea. 

 

b. Groups felt field conditions were good, expressed difficulties in scheduling practices in August 

when football needs to practice 5 days per week and the city closes fields for renovation. 

 

c. Parking was a main concern of all the groups.  WYLLL depends on the Von’s shopping center 

parking and are worried about losing the joint parking agreement if the property is sold or 

redeveloped.  All the groups would like the master plan to look at possible parking solutions 

at all field sites.  Some suggestions were made regarding Jean Woodard Park, Shapell Park, 

etc. 

 

d. All the groups agreed there is a shortage of lighted fields and it is difficult to get practice time 

from October to April when it’s dark early.  

 

e. The soccer groups expressed a need for a lighted outdoor soccer complex and said they could 

share a lighted soccer complex with two full size regulation fields that could be divided up into 

smaller fields for various age groups.  They would like to see a centrally located complex with 

some neighborhood park amenities, but dedicated to soccer for practices, leagues and 

tournaments. 

 

f. The groups suggested looking into more joint development and use agreement with the 

School District to improve and light fields, especially for practice. 

 

g. The groups indicated that they would be willing to help out financially to accomplish getting 

more lighted fields. 
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h. The fields girls softball use are spread out all over the city and they would not mind giving up 

their fields to soccer if they had a central softball complex to serve their needs and hope the 

master plan would look at this option. 

 

i. Soccer would like the master plan to look at possible lights at Arroyo Park, Lower Travis Park, 

and Jessamyn Park.  

 

j. The soccer groups indicated that they need to start at 7 am on Saturdays to get all their 

games in, but the field entry time in 9 am, which was apparently set to insure residents that 

noise would be minimal until 9 am, but they have started before at 7 am without complaints, 

so they would like this policy looked at in the master plan. 

 

k. The sports groups wanted to be included in the design process for Vista del Verde II when the 

city proceeds with that process.   

 

l. The soccer groups indicated the future need for Futsal (5 a side indoor soccer) facilities, as it 

is becoming very popular. 

 

m. The groups thought that a policy of lighted field allocation tied to the number of participants 

in a program would be a fairer way to insure groups get the practice time they need. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parks and Recreation Commission (January 13, 2013) 
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Summer Visioning – Arts and Culture Focus Group 
Mind Mixer Summary (September 1, 2012) 
 
Yorba Linda Connects, a MindMixer idea site, was launched on June 2012 for collecting ideas from 

the community for the General Plan Update and the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  The Arts and 

Culture focus group have posted ideas and commented on various topics.  The site was available at 

www.yorbalindaconnects.com.  This summary covers the following topics: 

 General Plan 

o Living in Yorba Linda 

o Favorite Places 

o Community Challenges 

o Community Strengths 

o Visions for the Future 

 Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

o Frequency of Visits to a Recreational Facility in Yorba Linda 

o Improvements and New Facilities 

o Target Age Group for Recreational Facilities 

o Parks and Recreation Maintenance 

o Activities and Events 

 

General Plan 

 

 Living in Yorba Linda 

 

What are the top three reasons why you choose to live in Yorba Linda? 

 

 
 
Comment 1:  “Providing a more public access, with parking, to Chino Hills State Park.  

Beautiful trail, but only available to the few who remember the name of that little street 

off Fairmont.  We’re not taking advantage of a great community asset.” 

Parks and Recreation  

The parks and recreation are one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba 

Linda. 

 

5 

Votes 

http://www.yorbalindaconnects.com/
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No Votes: 

 

Active Lifestyle 

The ability to have an active lifestyle is one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba 

Linda. 

Affordability 

The affordability is one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

Climate 

The climate is one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

Community Pride 

The community pride is one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

Semi-Rural Character 

The semi-rural character is one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

Schools 

The school system is one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

Location 

The location is one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

Standard of Living 

The standard of living is one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

 

Family Oriented 

The fact that the city is family-oriented is one of the reasons I choose to live 

in Yorba Linda. 

Natural Features 

The natural features of the area are one of the reasons I choose to live in 

Yorba Linda.  

 

Quiet Community 

The quiet community is one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda.  

 

Safety 

Safety is one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

3 

Votes 

2 

Votes 

1 

Vote 
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Cultural Activities 

The cultural activities are one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

Friendly People 

The friendly people are one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

Higher Education 

Higher education is one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

Job 

My job is one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

Live Entertainment Venues 

The live entertainment venues are one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

Proximity to Work 

The proximity to where I work is one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

Restaurants 

The restaurants are one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

Shopping 

The shopping is one of the reasons I choose to live in Yorba Linda. 

Other 

I choose to live in Yorba Linda for reasons other than that already listed. 

 

 Favorite Places 

 
What is your favorite place in Yorba Linda and why? 

 

 
 

Comment 1: “As always, this year's summer reading program is amazing with 

programs for children, teens and adults. One of the prizes for the adult summer 

Yorba Linda Public Library 

What a great place to study, research, learn, discuss ideas with others and 

inspire our children. There are so many activities for every age group, 

including adults. You can learn to use the latest technology, download 

ebooks, check out Wii games, and enjoy free access to the internet.  

Remember to visit the used book store for treasured classics and the latest 

mysteries to take on the plane flight. The summer reading program is just 

starting! 

4 

Votes 
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reading program is a handcrafted double-size quilt in night sky colors. It is hanging up 

on the way to the adult research desk - look up and check it out. What a treat for the 

lucky winner! 

One of the new programs the library plans to offer during the upcoming year is the 

capability to check out an e-reader. Now, not only can you check out an e-book but 

also an e-reader loaded with numerous books. Awesome. Check out our public 

library as it is truly a community treasure!”  

Comment 2: “I appreciate the library is building up their library of the digital media. 

With so many readers now using kindle, nook, iPads, the trend for the future is less 

shelf space and more on line check out of materials. I enjoy checking out books 

online and wish they had more book offerings available.”  

Comment 3: “Aside from checking out books you can also checkout dvds. They have 

1000's of movies including academy award winners, documentaries and new releases. 

Also available are books on CD and playaways. Have you seen the prizes for 

participants in the summer reading program?” 

 

Comment 1: “It would be nice if the restrooms were clean and updated, they are 

horrible.” 

Comment 2: “This is a great park for all ages. I attended an early morning workout 

class under the blooming magnolia trees and later returned with three grandchildren. I 

enjoyed hearing lots of positive comments from other park visitors. Great going, 

Yorba Linda! The barbecues were in use and the horseshoe pits add another sport.” 

Hurless Barton Park 

This is a great park that provide shade for family picnics, is the home of the 

concerts in the park, great playground for younger children, bathrooms, and 

access to the Tommy La Sorda Field House, Adventure Playground and the 

Community Center. I brought my children here when they were found and 

now I bring my Grandson. Would love to see maybe a climbing wall added 

for kids... 

 

2 

Votes 
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Veteran’s Park 

My kids have all of their youth sports at the park. It is the best location for 

the west side. Unfortunately, the upkeep of the fields are subpar compared 

to other cities.  

 

Yorba Regional Park  

I drive past this park each morning and evening during the week, as well 

as throughout the weekend. Seeing all the people who use and enjoy this 

park validates what a tremendous asset we have. 

 

Yorba Linda Lakebed  

This area is a little piece of wilderness in our big city. It is easily accessible 

from many streets and incorporates opportunities for walking, cycling and 

riding horses in a shaded, quiet location. You get a sense of the changing 

seasons and often get to see rabbits, raptors, even coyotes, as well as your 

neighbors. 

Chino Hills State Park 

The easy access by bicycle, foot and horseback to Chino Hills State Park from 

numerous neighborhoods in our city is wonderful. The views of Yorba Linda, 

surrounding communities, and Catalina Island from the various trails along 

the ridgetops are stunning and a valuable asset of our community. 

The Nixon Library 

Yorba Linda's piece of special. With only a few presidential librarys around 

the country, the Nixon Library is not only beautiful, but also historic. The 

speakers, the events, the display's, the grounds; something to be truly proud 

about, without saying anything about your personnel view of politics.  

 

The Friday Morning Quilting Class at the Yorba Linda Community Center 

Inspiring quilt teacher Lyn Brown empowers her students and connects them 

all to the quilting world with her fascinating ideas and sewing projects. No 

sewing machine necessary. Just come and join the fun. You will be amazed 

how creative you can be and how much fun it is to share in the 

camaraderie and the Sew and Tell. This is a great use of our Community 

Center. 

 
 

2 

Votes 

1 

Vote 

2 

Votes 



 

Yorba Linda General Plan 

Public Review Draft                                                                                                 Page B-177 

 
 

 Community Challenges 

 
What do you think are the biggest challenges or issues facing Yorba Linda in the coming 

years? 

 
 

 

Comment 1: “Our current selection of dining in YL is poor. Most entertainment and 

dining is done in Brea, Disney and beach areas.”  

Comment 2: “Provide adequate parking with a low profile structure in town center and 

allow the corner of YLB and Imperial to be leased to restaurants, retail stores.  

Carefully consider the possibility of a cultural arts center that is not just a theatre but a 

venue for classes, productions for all art forms.” 

Dog Park in Yorba Linda  

Our community loves r animals and right now we have unofficial dog parks 

in the city that are not well advertised and restricted due to other defined 

uses for the areas. My hope is the Parks and Rec Department can find a 

viable location for a dog park, not near high wire electrical lines and snakes 

but in an area where we can enjoy our pets and family time. 

 

East Lake Village Rec Center 

The lake, pool, volleyball, basketball courts - spending a summer evening 

BBQing with friends. Nothing better... 

 

We need a greater variety of restaurants & shopping opportunity 

Many of us leave the City on a regular basis to go out to eat, shop and 

socialize.  We need to find a way to promote the town center and form a 

synergistic relationship with a viable community draw and a variety of 

restaurants, i.e. PF Changs!  This community draw and shopping/ dining 

opportunities should also be able to draw visitors into our community to boost 

the sales and viability of the area.   

3 

Votes 

0 

Votes 
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Comment 1: “Are you thinking about a local "public transit" such as a "Yorba Linda 

Bus" that would continuously run up and down Yorba Linda blvd - or, some type of 

regional mass transit?” 

 

 

Comment 1: “Keep the rural character. I like it. I was raised in a house built on the 

edge of a farm field. Across the street were about ten acres of woods. Now that’s 

rural. That’s gone for Yorba Linda. It is still the nicest city in Orange County, but not 

for long. We cannot build houses on every hill, confiscate houses for high-density 

high-rise apartments (H&I), and push for mass transit and still keep any resemblance 

of a nice rural area. Ms. Cheri was too nice to say, or even think the only real way to 

preserve a rural atmosphere. No more growth—hence preserve.” 

Automobile Dependence  

As we do not have access to Metrolink, Amtrak or bus choices for our 

transportation needs, I consider our automobile dependence as a key 

challenge that our community must overcome in the coming years. In order 

to realize a vibrant community in which we rub elbows with others in our 

community, increase our physical activity and patronize local establishments, 

we need to start considering mass transit and non-motorized modes of 

transportation as viable alternatives to the automobile. 

 

Poor Tax Base 

We are over reliant on property taxes to provide funding for our City to run. 

We need to move forward creatively to boost the retail tax base by improving 

the retail areas we have to maximize their usage, truly investigate options for 

a Costco gas station, and allow reasonable development of the town center. 

We need to put design standards in place to promote the feeling of our 

community without hampering the town center development by trying to 

preserve things that are not worth saving. 

 
 

Keeping the Rural Character of Yorba Linda  

Like many other affluent cities, we have beautiful arterial landscaping, 

wonderful parks and school recreation areas. Our bike and horse trails are an 

unusual and terrific asset for our city. Promoting the equestrian aspect of our 

historic community makes us unique in Orange County, second only to San 

Juan Capistrano in equestrian assets. Don't we all enjoy seeing a young rider 

crossing Lakeview Avenue for a ride in the Lakebed and seeing those little 

miniature horses out on the trails? It is part of who we are. 

3 

Votes 

2 

Votes 

1 

Vote 
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 Community Strengths 

 
What do you consider to be the strengths of the community? 

 

 

 

 Vision for the Future 

 

 

 
 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

 Frequency of Visits (Instant Poll) 

 

How often do you visit a park, community building or other recreation amenity in Yorba 

Linda? 
 

Low Density and Semi-Rural 

 A community based upon the premise of low density housing (less than 2 

dwellings per acre) which maintains the semi-rural atmosphere with open 

greenbelt areas mixed in with the homes. A city with pride in its open spaces, 

both natural and landscaped. 

Quiet Community that is Safe and Family-Oriented 

I have enjoyed raising my three children in Yorba Linda. We moved from the 

beach when my youngest was 6 weeks old. We have enjoyed the quiet 

lifestyle in a community that offers many recreational opportunities. The City 

has continued to change over the years but has retained the feeling of 

community. 

Horse Trail Connectivity 

Horse trails currently do not have adequate and safe connectivity in our 

community particularly along the Bastanchury corridor connecting the 

community to the state park.  We need to do something quickly before the 

final build-out of the community occurs north of Bastanchury. 

A  Well Defined Bike Trail System in Our Community 

We need to encourage people to leave their cars at home.  One way to 

accomplish this is to have well defined, safe bicycle routes throughout the city.  

There will be community kick-back at first, but the benefit for all residents from 

our children to our active seniors is immeasurable. 

2 

Votes 

0 

Votes 

0 

Votes 

0 

Votes 
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Comment 1: “I enjoy the local parks with my grandson. Hurless Barton and Jessamyn 

West are two of our favorites.” 

Comment 2: “I personally utilize our extensive public trails system; however, rarely visit 

parks or community facilities within the city. Yorba Regional Park and Chino Hills State 

Park are greater draws for my recreation trips (when I have the time) than destinations 

within Yorba Linda.” 

 Improvements and New Facilities 

 
What new parks or facilities in Yorba Linda or improvements to existing parks or facilities are 

needed? 

 

 
 

Comment 1:  “I support this idea – having my pet socialize and be in a different area 

would be great!” 

Comment 2:  “Just a typical response from a PETA loving tree hugger.” 

Comment 3: “LOL, Not at all.  Do you go to the 4th of July festivities at the Sports 

Complex? The city pays for it to create a sense of community. The dog park is just 

another way to create community. Don't be so hateful.” 

Comment 4: “Nick - it's not the city's responsibility to supply playgrounds for the kids, 

but they do so that people can congregate together and create a sense of community. 

If the tax payers want the cities to pay for a dog park, why not? It's the tax payers who 

are funding the city.”  

0

4

2

0

0

Never visited a recreation…

Weekly

Daily

Monthly

Annually

Dog Park in Yorba Linda 
A viable dog park not near areas infested with snakes or huge electrical 

lines…There is room near the community center for a small dog park.  We do 

not need a huge facility but several small areas near family friendly facilities 

would be appreciated. 

 

5 

Votes 
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Comment 5:  “One trip to Dog Beach in Huntington Beach made me a believer in the 

value and benefit of dog parks. For me, too far, wet dog, sand everywhere, and tough 

parking make for plenty reason to not partake more frequently. For Yorba Linda, the 

idea need not involve a permanent physical location; any number of baseball fields 

during the off season would accomplish the same objective.”  

Comment 6:  “Agree Jan - before buying your kid a bat, make sure you have room in 

your backyard for a ball field.” 

Comment 7: “A dog park is not a dog run. I actually have a large yard for my two 

large dogs. A dog park is for socializing the dogs and also giving residents to gather 

with others who have the same interest. Are you suggesting we should not have the 

equestrian arenas, ball fields, and other amenities?” 

Comment 8: “Before you commit to supporting a pet, make sure you have the means 

to offer that pet what they need. It is not the cities responsibility to supply dog runs and 

dog parks for the residents.” 

 
 

Comment 1: “I would also like to add that I wrote the city council in December 2010 

and never received a response about the Vista Del Verde Park. I hope this method of 

input is more receptive :) Thank you!  

Comment 2: “I thought when I bought my home there was going to be a park with 

playground equipment... 8 years later we still DO NOT have a park in Vista Del Verde 

with play equipment.  Please solve this ASAP> it is frustrating to play on the grass and 

look at Lakeview school with their play equipment all locked up. Can we do this ASAP 

before the children in the neighborhood grow up?  I also support a water feature in 

this new playground area, as I do not know another park in YL that has one...”  

Comment 3: “Vista del verde park needs to be expanded, I thought the original plans 

were to expand it right next door in that dirt area beyond where it is. Also, who takes 

care of that field???? They are absolutely HORRIBLE and someone needs to address 

this ASAP before that field is ruined altogether and us tax payers have to pay big 

money to get it fixed.  They are OVER WATERING completely and then any use causes 

the field to be damaged.” 

Vista del Verde Park 2 
Grass area is a great play age.  Since many of the yards nearby are small add 

play equipment to the park at Vista Del Verde Park 2 near Bastanchury and 

Lakeview. Near Foxfield Development. 

 

4 

Votes 
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Comment 1: “This is needed TREMENDOUSLY.”  

Comment 2: “Great idea but where in the City do we have space for this? If possible, 

this promotes fitness and health!” 

 

Comment 1: “Look at the Bastanchury connection also.” 

 

Comment 1: “Can we make the high school swimming pools available to Yorba Linda 

residents during the summer - cost for lifeguard and pool maintenance could be 

partially or completely covered by a usage fee?” 

Comment 2: “The city builds and maintains horse trails, parks, common areas, and 

even owns a golf course - all to support the "better things in life" for its citizens. If the 

YL citizens decide a community pool would benefit Yorba Linda and could somehow 

manage the cost - why not?  This is not the federal government - YL is us..”  

Comment 3: “Once again, it is not the responsibility of the city to support the better 

things in life to every citizen of Yorba Linda. If you can’t afford a nice underground 

pool, go buy a inflatable pool and fill it with the hose.” 

 

 
Additional Lighted Fields 
Similar to the Brea sports complex. Multiple sports complex. 

Extension of Paved Multipurpose Trail Beyond Kellogg Drive 
It would be great if the City were able to provide an extension / gap closure 

for the existing multipurpose trails that exist on either side of Kellogg Drive 

(North of Esperanza HS).  Currently, this outstanding trail system ends at 

Kellogg (coming from the Brea area) - with a gap until the trail picks back up 

in the East near Roland Bigonger Park. Closing this gap would enhance the 

connectivity of these two excellent trails, improving the riding/running/cycling 

opportunities for area residents. 

Swimming Pools? 
Since the opportunity was lost with the building of the new high school swim 

pool, is there another area we could house a community swimming pool? 

3 

Votes 

1 

Vote 

0 

Votes 
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 Target Age Group (Instant Poll) 

 
In your opinion, what is the priority age group for the City to provide parks and recreation 

services for?  

 

 
 

Comment 1: “We have many opportunities for our youth: sport fields, a wide variety 

of classes and activities through park and rec and the library for our Youth. The senior 

population is not as well represented in activity availability. None of us are getting 

Younger~” 

 Parks and Recreation Maintenance (Instant Poll) 

 
How satisfied are you with the level of maintenance and the condition of park and recreation 

facilities in Yorba Linda? 

 

  
 

Comment 1: “The Yorba Linda Knolls Park on Fairmont floods each time they water, 

which is far too often. Also, the watering schedule is now much later so the sprinklers 

are starting after 6:30am. It is also full of holes both from gophers and old irrigation 

boxes, the boxes have sunk more than 6" below ground level. They mow over these so 

you can't always see them before stepping/falling into them as the grass is level with 

the rest of the area.” 

4

2

1

0

0

Youth

Adults

Seniors

Tots/Preschoolers

Teens

3

1

1

0

Some facilities need
better maintenance

Very Satisfied

Satisfied

All facilities need
better maintenance
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 Activities and Events 

 
Are there classes, programs, events, or services that are not offered in Yorba Linda that you 

would like to see offered, or activities that need expanding in Yorba Linda? 

 

 

Comment 1:  “Coming soon with the resurrection of the fiesta days festival!” 

 

 

Comment 1:  “This is not realistic.  Quit pandering the seniors for their vote.  The city 

has many programs for seniors.” 

Comment 2: “?Pandering?  We are all getting older and I would like to see more in 

the community allowing for senior socialization while maintaining a healthy lifestyle.” 

 

10K Running Race 

An activity from the parks department that would be enjoyable and bring the 

community together would be a 10K with 5K running race. 

Swimming 

The one and only High School in Yorba Linda with a awesome pool needs to 

offer Lap swimming and a Masters Swim Program. How does one get that 

program started?  I drive to Irvine and swim at the Woolett Center which 

includes Irvine High School's swimming Pool as well as Northwood High 

School. This offers more jobs (i.e., life guards) and a better usage of our 

school. 

Senior Exercise Classes 

Our population is aging and that creates problems with age-induced loss of 

strength and balance. This seriously affects their ability to live independently. 

Other communities have fitness gyms as a part of their community center. 

Would love to see this occur and for senior classes to be offered. 

 

2 

Votes 

1 

Vote 

0 

Votes 




