City of Yorba Linda
General Plan Update Program EIR

5.2 AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES

This section describes the agricultural resources within the General Plan Planning Area as well as identifies
State and local policies related to the preservation of such resources. Potential environmental impacts of
implementation of the General Plan Update (proposed Project) are addressed.

5.2.1 Regulatory Setting

State of California

California Land Conservation Act of 1965 (Williamson Act)

The Williamson Act allows local government to enter into legal contracts with private landowners for the
purpose of restricting certain parcels of land to agricultural or other open space use. This practice allows
the private landowners to be assessed for property taxes at a lower rate than would otherwise be possible.
The purpose of these contracts, which run ten years at a time, is to preserve agricultural lands by
discouraging conversion to urban uses. Williamson Act parcels must be at least 100 acres in size.

LESA Model

Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines allows lead agencies to refer to the California Agricultural Land
Evaluation (LE) and Site Assessment (SA) Model as an optional model to assess impacts on agricultural
resources. By combining the scores on these two aspects, outlined in the model, a lead agency can
determine if a proposed project’s impacts are significant. Although the City of Yorba Linda (City) is not
using this model for the General Plan Update, it is noted that impacts on agricultural resources can be
evaluated in this manner.

State Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program

This program was established in 1982 as a non-regulatory program that provides impartial analysis of
agricultural land use and land use changes through the State. This program rates agricultural land
according to a variety of factors, including soil quality and irrigation status. The ratings categories are as
follows:

=  Prime Farmland (P) — This is the highest category, consisting of land that has physical and chemical
features to sustain long-term agriculture. Prime Farmland must have been irrigated agricultural
production within four years prior to receiving this designation.

= Farmland of Statewide Importance (S) — Similar to Prime Farmland, but with minor issues such as
steep slopes.

= Grazing Land (G) — This land has existing vegetation suitable for the raising of livestock.

=  Urban and Build-Up Land (U) — Non-agricultural land throughout the State.

City of Yorba Linda General Plan Update

The Land Use Element defines goals and policies that would guide the way the City of Yorba Linda (City)
grows and changes over the next 20 years. It serves as a guide to in describing the type, intensity, and
general distribution of land uses for housing, business, industry, open space and public and quasi-public
uses.
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5.2.2  Environmental Setting

The City of Yorba Linda is largely urbanized, with the majority of that development occurring in the form
of residential and commercial land uses. However, over 27 percent of the City is in open space and
recreational uses. There are two small, separate areas of farmland within the Planning Area. These two
areas are discussed in detail below.

5.2.3  Significance Threshold Criteria

According to Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines, a project would normally have a significant effect
on the environment if the project would:

AG-1 Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use.

AG-2 Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract.

AG-3 Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could
result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use.

5.2.4 Impacts and Mitigation Measures

This section discusses potential impacts associated with the implementation of the General Plan Update
and provides mitigation measures, as appropriate.

Impact 5.2-1: The proposed General Plan Update would not impact Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland,
or Farmland of Statewide Importance. No impacts would occur. [Threshold AG-1]

Impact Analysis

The California Department of Conservation has identified two areas of the Planning Area as agriculturally
significant. The first parcel is located just east of Lakeview Avenue and south of Buena Vista Avenue and
is designated Unique Farmland. This area is currently occupied by greenhouses and has a General Plan
land use designation of Residential-Low and a zoning designation of Residential Estate (R-E). The property
is bordered by residential uses on three sides as well as the Yorba Linda Lakebed Park on the fourth side.
There would be no land use changes that would occur as a result of the implementation of the General
Plan Update therefore this parcel would be unaffected.

The second parcel is located just north of the Santa Ana River near Featherly Regional Park. It is designated
as a mixture of Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, and Unique Farmland. The parcel is
under citrus cultivation and is generally bordered by SR-91, the Santa Ana River, Featherly Regional Park,
and high and medium-high density residential land uses. The parcel has a General Plan land use
designation of Open Space — General (OS General) and a zoning designation of Open Space (0OS). The
proposed General Plan Update would not change the land use designation for this parcel. No impacts
would occur.

Proposed General Plan Update Goals and Policies

Goal LU-3 — Land use compatibility.
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Policy LU-3.1 - Consider and mitigate the impacts on surrounding land uses and infrastructure
when reviewing proposals for new development.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.

Level of Significance After Mitigation

No impact.

Impact 5.2-2: The proposed General Plan Update would not conflict with any existing zoning specifically
for agricultural use, nor would it interfere with any Williamson Act contracts. [Threshold AG-2]

Impact Analysis

The City does not have agricultural General Plan or zoning land use designations; therefore, no impact
would occur with regard to zoning. No properties in the Planning Area are under a Williamson Act
contract.

Proposed General Plan Update Goals and Policies

Goal LU-3 — Land use compatibility.

Policy LU-3.1 - Consider and mitigate the impacts on surrounding land uses and infrastructure
when reviewing proposals for new development.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.

Level of Significance After Mitigation

No impact.

Impact 5.2-3: The proposed General Plan Update does not include any provisions or changes from the
previously adopted General Plan that would cause or allow the conversion of agricultural land to non-
agricultural use. [Threshold AG-3]

Impact Analysis

As discussed above, the City contains two pieces of agricultural land, both of which are currently being
used as such. The proposed Project would not alter the existing conditions in the City such that this land
would specifically be converted to other uses. No impacts would occur.

Proposed General Plan Update Goals and Policies

Goal LU-3 — Land use compatibility.

Policy LU-3.1 - Consider and mitigate the impacts on surrounding land uses and infrastructure
when reviewing proposals for new development.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.
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Level of Significance After Mitigation

No impact.

5.2.5 Cumulative Impacts

There would be no cumulative impacts on agricultural resources as a result of the proposed General Plan
Update. Land designated as agriculturally significant in the Planning Area would not experience any
change in designation.

5.2.6  Significant Unavoidable Impacts

No significant unavoidable impacts are identified.
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