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5.8 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

This section addresses the transportation and handling of hazardous materials and wastes within the
Planning Area and the potential risk of upset.

5.8.1 Regulatory Setting

The management of hazardous materials and hazardous waste is regulated by various federal, State, and
local agencies. Programs are administered through federal agencies including the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA), and State agencies within the California Environmental Protection Agency
(Cal EPA) including the California Department of Toxic Control (DTSC).

Regulations pertaining to geologic and soil-related hazards are discussed in Chapter 5.6: Geology and Soils,
and regulations for flood hazards and water quality are discussed in Chapter 5.9: Hydrology and Water
Quality of this Program EIR.

Federal
Federal regulations include but are not limited to the following:

Toxic Substances Control Act/Resource Conservation and Recovery Act/Hazardous and Solid Waste Act

The federal Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976 and Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
established a program administered by the U.S. EPA that regulates generation, transportation, treatment,
storage, and disposal of hazardous waste. RCRA was amended in 1984 by the Hazardous and Solid Waste
Act (HSWA), which affirmed and extended the “cradle to grave” system of regulating hazardous wastes,
meaning that all hazardous wastes are tracked and strictly regulated from generation to disposal.
Hazardous waste generators are required to report use or transport of hazardous wastes to the U.S. EPA.
Hazardous waste generators range from small producers such as dry cleaners and automobile repair
facilities to larger producers such as hospitals and manufacturing operations.

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)/Superfund
Amendments and Reauthorization Act

The federal Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA),
commonly known as the Superfund Act, was enacted by Congress on December 11, 1980. This law (U.S.
Code Title 42, Chapter 103) provides broad federal authority to respond directly to releases or threatened
releases of hazardous substances that may endanger public health or the environment. CERCLA
establishes requirements concerning closed and abandoned hazardous waste sites; provides for liability
of persons responsible for releases of hazardous waste at these sites; and establishes a trust fund to
provide for cleanup when no responsible party can be identified. The U.S. EPA Superfund Information
System does not list any hazardous or potentially hazardous sites being assessed pursuant to CERCLA
within the Planning Area.!

1 https://www.epa.gov/superfund/search-superfund-sites-where-you-live, accessed May 14, 2016.
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Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Information System (CERCLIS) and
the National Priorities List

The U.S. EPA also maintains the Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation (CERCLIS) and
Liability Information System list. This list contains sites that are either proposed to be or on the National
Priorities List (NPL), as well as sites that are in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion
on the NPL. The NPL is a list of the worst hazardous waste sites that have been identified by Superfund.
There are no NPL sites within the Planning Area.

Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act

The federal Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-Know Act (EPCRA) was enacted to inform
communities and residents of chemical hazards in their area. Businesses are required to report the
locations and quantities of chemicals stored on-site to both State and local agencies. EPCRA requires the
U.S. EPA to maintain and publish a digital database list of toxic chemical releases and other waste
management activities reported by certain industry groups and federal facilities. This database, known as
the Toxic Release Inventory (TRI), gives the community more power to hold companies accountable for
their chemical management. As of 2014, there were no TRI facilities within the Planning Area.?

Hazardous Materials Transportation Act

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) receives authority to regulate the transportation of
hazardous materials from the Hazardous Materials Transportation Act (HMTA), as amended and codified
(49 U.S.C. 5101 et seq.). The DOT is the primary regulatory authority for the interstate transport of
hazardous materials and establishes regulations for safe handling procedures (i.e., packaging, marking,
labeling and routing).

In California, Section 31303 of the California Vehicle Code states that any hazardous material being moved
from one location to another must use the route with the least travel time. This, in practice, means major
roads and highways, although secondary roads are permitted to be used for local delivery. These policies
are enforced by both the California Highway Patrol and the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans).

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)

Congress passed the Occupational and Safety Health Act (OSHA) to ensure worker and workplace safety.
Their goal was to make sure employers provide their workers a place of employment free from recognized
hazards to safety and health, such as exposure to toxic chemicals, excessive noise levels, mechanical
dangers, heat or cold stress, or unsanitary conditions. In order to establish standards for workplace health
and safety, the Act also created the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) as the
research institution for the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). OSHA is a division of
the U.S. Department of Labor that oversees the administration of the Act and enforces standards in all 50
states. OSHA standards are listed in Title 29 CFR Part 1910.

OSHA’s Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response Standard (HAZWOPER) applies to five
groups of employers and their employees. This includes any employees who are exposed or potentially

2 https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program, accessed May 14, 2016. Note the 2014 Dataset

was released in March 2016.)
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exposed to hazardous substances (including hazardous waste) and who are engaged in one of the
following operations:

= Clean-up operations — required by a governmental body, whether federal, State, local, or other
involving hazardous substances — that are conducted at uncontrolled hazardous waste sites;

= Corrective actions involving clean-up operations at sites covered by RCRA as amended (42 U.S.C.
6901 et seq.);

= Voluntary clean-up operations at sites recognized by federal, state, local, or other governmental
body as uncontrolled hazardous waste sites;

= Qperations involving hazardous wastes that are conducted at treatment, storage, and disposal
facilities regulated by Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations Parts 264 and 265 pursuant to RCRA,
or by agencies under agreement with U.S. EPA to implement RCRA regulations; and

=  Emergency response operations for releases of, or substantial threats of releases of, hazardous
substances regardless of the location of the hazard.

State of California

State regulations include but are not limited to the following:

California Environmental Protection Agency

The California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) is the agency with jurisdiction over hazardous
materials and wastes at the State level. The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) is the agency
within CalEPA with jurisdiction over the regulation hazardous waste management.

Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC): DTSC regulates hazardous waste in California primarily
under the authority of the federal RCRA and the California Health and Safety Code (primarily Division 20,
Chapters 6.5 through 10.6, and Title 22, Division 4.5). DTSC is the department of CalEPA responsible for
implementing and enforcing California’s own hazardous waste laws, which are known collectively as the
Hazardous Waste Control Law. Although similar to RCRA, the California Hazardous Waste Control Law and
its associated regulations define hazardous waste more broadly and so regulate a larger number of
chemicals. Hazardous wastes regulated by California but not by EPA are called “non-RCRA hazardous
wastes. Other laws that affect hazardous waste are specific to handling, storage, transportation, disposal,
treatment, reduction, cleanup, and emergency planning. Government Code Section 65962.5 (commonly
referred to as the Cortese List) includes DTSC-listed hazardous waste facilities and sites, Department of
Health Services (DHS) lists of contaminated drinking water wells, sites listed by the State Water Resources
Control Board as having underground storage tank leaks and have had a discharge of hazardous wastes
or materials into the water or groundwater, and lists from local regulatory agencies of sites that have had
a known migration of hazardous waste/material.

The enforcement of directives from DTSC is handled at the local level, in this case the Orange County
Environmental Health Division. The Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) also has
the authority to implement regulations regarding the management of soil and groundwater investigation.

5.8-3 Hazards and Hazardous Materials
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Unified Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Materials Management Regulatory Program

The Unified Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Materials Management Regulatory Program (Unified
Program) requires the administrative consolidation of six hazardous materials and waste programs
(Program Elements) under one agency, a Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA). The Program Elements
consolidated under the Unified Program are: (1) Hazardous Waste Generator and On-site Hazardous
Waste Treatment Programs (Tiered Permitting); (2) Aboveground Petroleum Storage Tanks (Spill
Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan [SPCC]); (3) Underground Storage Tank (UST) Program; (4)
Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and Inventory Program (Hazardous Materials Disclosure or
“Community-Right-To-Know”); (5) California Accidental Release Prevention Program (Cal ARP); and (6)
Uniform Fire Code Plans and Inventory Requirements.

The Unified Program is intended to provide relief to businesses complying with the overlapping and
sometimes conflicting requirements of formerly independently managed programs. The Unified Program
is implemented at the local government level by CUPAs. Most CUPAs have been established as a function
of a local environmental health or fire department. Some CUPAs have contractual agreements with
another local agency, a participating agency, which implements one or more Program Elements in
coordination with the CUPA. The CUPA with jurisdiction over the City of Yorba Linda is the Orange County
Health Care Agency (OCHCA) Environmental Health Division (EHD)3.

Tanner Act

The Tanner Act (AB 2948) is the most comprehensive bill that addresses the handling of hazardous
materials. This legislation serves to govern the preparation of hazardous waste management plans in
California, as well as address the siting of hazardous waste facilities. Local jurisdictions, in order to comply
with the provisions of the Tanner Act, must create hazardous waste management plans that address their
hazardous waste permitting process and the appeal process to the State available for local decisions.

California Occupational Safety and Health Administration

The California Occupational Safety and Health Administration (Cal/OSHA) is the primary agency
responsible for worker safety in the handling and use of chemicals in the workplace. Cal/OSHA standards
are generally more stringent than federal regulations. The employer is required to monitor worker
exposure to listed hazardous substances and notify workers of exposure (8 CCR §§ 337-340). The
regulations specify requirements for employee training, availability of safety equipment, accident-
prevention programs, and hazardous substance exposure warnings.

Regional and Local

Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG)

Under federal law, SCAG is the designated Metropolitan Planning Organization and under State law is the
Regional Transportation Planning Agency and Council of Governments for the counties of Los Angeles,
Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Ventura, and Imperial. The SCAG Final Regional Comprehensive Plan
— Solid Waste Chapter (2008) identifies short-term and long-terms approaches to address solid waste
management. It includes recommendations to reduce the use of hazardous materials in the
manufacturing of products.

3 http://cersapps.calepa.ca.gov/Public/Directory; accessed May 14, 2016.
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Orange County Health Care Agency — Environmental Health Care Division

As previously addressed, the CUPA with jurisdiction over the City of Yorba Linda is the Orange County
Health Care Agency (OCHCA) Environmental Health Division (EHD). The EHD is the local administrative
agency (i.e., CUPA) that coordinates the regulation of hazardous materials and hazardous wastes in
Orange County.

County and city fire agencies and departments within Orange County have joined in partnership with the
CUPA as Participating Agencies (PAs). In Yorba Linda, the EHD administers all programs for the City. The
CUPA serves as a single point of contact for permitting, billing, and inspections; uniformity and consistency
in enforcement of regulations; and a single fee system incorporating all of the applicable fees from the six
CUPA programs.

Orange County Household Hazardous Waste Element

The City of Yorba Linda participates in Orange County’s Household Hazardous Waste Element. Its
participation includes working with the California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery
(CalRecycle) office. The goals for the plan include education, places for disposal, monitoring of regulation
requirements, and significant reductions in the disposal of household hazardous waste in solid waste
landfills. The City supports these goals and assists the County with implementation.

City of Yorba Linda General Plan

Circulation Element: Circulation Element provides a framework for a functional circulation system for the
City that promotes the safe, efficient, and reliable movement of people and goods through the
community.

Land Use Element: The Land Use Element is often seen as the primary framework for the General Plan, as
it sets forth the patterns of land use and activities that will support and enhance the character of the City.
It serves as a guide in describing the type, intensity, and general distribution and compatibility of land
uses for housing, business, industry, open space and public and quasi-public uses.

Public Health and Safety Element: The Public Health and Safety Element identifies natural and man-made
hazards which have the potential to impact the population, property, and the natural environment.
Through the investigation of hazard risks, and careful land use planning to reduce or restrict development
in high risk areas, the potential for disaster can be reduced.

City of Yorba Linda Municipal Code

Sections of the Yorba Linda Municipal Code (YLMC) pertaining to hazardous materials are identified below:

YLMC Section 5001.5.2 — Hazardous Materials Inventory Statement (HMIS). Where required by the
fire code official, an application for a permit shall include Orange County Fire Authority’s Chemical
Classification Packet which shall be completed and approved prior to approval of plans, and/or the
storage, use or handling of chemicals on the premise. The Chemical Classification Packet shall include
the following information: product name; component; Chemical Abstract Services (CAS) number;
location where stored or used; container size; hazard classification; amount in storage; amount in use-
closed systems; amount in use-open systems.

5.8-5 Hazards and Hazardous Materials
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YLMC Section 8.28.030 — Administration and enforcement. The Director of Fire Services shall make
such rules and regulations as may be necessary to implement this chapter, including, but not limited
to, the maintenance of a comprehensive list of substances which would be classified as hazardous
materials under this chapter.

YLMC Section 8.28.040 — Additional finding and designation when. A substance may be deemed a
hazardous material or hazardous waste upon a finding by the Director of Fire Services that the
substance, because of its quantity, concentration or physical or chemical characteristics, poses a
significant present or potential hazard to human health and safety or to the environment if released
into the community. The Director of Fire Services may use the Uniform Fire Code published by the
Western Fire Chiefs to assist in requiring the types and amounts of such substances to be disclosed.

YLMC Section 8.28.050 — Information available to emergency personnel. The Health Officer will make
information available to fire departments and emergency response personnel, upon request,
regarding hazardous wastes, extremely hazardous wastes, and underground tanks, when the
information is obtained by the Health Officer.

YLMC Section 8.28.060 — A. When required by the Director of Fire Services, work areas in which any
person uses or handles hazardous material shall be identified as such by such measures as the
Director of Fire Services may specify including, but not limited to, signs, color coding, posting lists
of material and MSDS or other notices. B. When required by the Director of Fire Services, any person
submitting a disclosure form may be required to install an approved key box for emergency utilization
of MSDS, floor plans, site plans and access keys. The location of the required key box shall be
designated by the Director of Fire Services.

YLMC Section 18.32.030 — Disposal limited. The disposal of household hazardous waste in
landfill facilities, sewers, and/or storm drains is prohibited by state law and Chapter 8.28 of the Yorba
Linda Municipal Code. Prior to issuance of a Certificate of Use and Occupancy for any land use listed
in Section 18.32.040, the applicant shall comply with Chapter 8.28 of the Yorba Linda Municipal Code
to the satisfaction of the Fire Chief, and, further shall provide plans and/or identify measures to
comply with Health and Safety Code Section 25280 et. Seq. and Administrative Code Title 23 in a
manner approved by the Orange County Health Care Agency.

YLMC Chapter 15.08 — Fire Code (entirety).

5.8.2  Environmental Setting

Hazardous material includes any material that, because of its quantity, concentration, or physical,
chemical, or biological characteristics, poses a considerable present or potential hazard to human health
or safety, or to the environment. It refers generally to hazardous chemicals, radioactive materials, and
biohazards materials. Hazardous waste, a subset of hazardous material, is material that is to be
abandoned, discarded, or recycled, and includes chemicals, radioactive, and bio-hazardous waste
(including medical waste). The primary difference between hazardous materials and hazardous wastes is
that hazardous materials are produced for specific uses whereas hazardous wastes are the byproducts of
various processes.

Hazardous materials are classified based on the form of hazard(s) they pose: flammable, combustible,
poisonous, and/or radioactive. Hazardous wastes are classified by the U.S. EPA through a listing process.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 5.8-6
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Listed wastes are those wastes that the U.S. EPA has formally found to be hazardous. Characteristic wastes
are those that have not formally been listed but exhibit hazardous features. Universal wastes are common
hazardous wastes that are not industry specific but can be found in many types of businesses, institutions,
and households. Mixed wastes are those that are both hazardous and radioactive. Hazardous wastes are
also classified by the type of hazard(s) they pose, similar to hazardous materials. Hazardous wastes may
be ignitable, corrosive, reactive, toxic, or radioactive.

Hazardous material use is common in construction and operations of all types of development, including
industrial, commercial, and residential areas. The Orange County Environmental Health Division is
responsible for hazardous materials use in the City, as it is designated the Certified Unified Program
Agency (CUPA) for the County of Orange.

The County’s Environmental Health Division also has a Health Hazardous Materials Team (Health HazMat
Team). The Health HazMat Team responds to any incident that involves the release or potential release
of hazardous materials that pose a physical, chemical, biological, or radiological hazard to the Planning
Area.

The City is responsible for informing County emergency services personnel of the use of hazardous
materials within the City; to provide a system of disclosure to firefighters and others responsible for
responding to hazardous materials incidents; and to keep the community informed on the use and
disposal of hazardous materials.

In Yorba Linda, trucks are the primary mode of transportation for the movement of hazardous materials.
The City has instituted truck restrictions on all streets within the City limits except for Imperial Highway.
This truck restriction requires that trucks use Imperial Highway and that local and collector roads can only
be used for local deliveries. Trucks must use the shortest route to the delivery site possible from Imperial
Highway. There are no other designated routes or travel time restrictions for hazardous waste haulers
who transport hazardous materials on City roads to access State Route 91 (SR-91). SR-91 is a major east-
west transportation corridor in the region and is located just south of the Planning Area.

The Atchinson, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad traverses the southeastern portion of the Planning Area,
and can be used to transport hazardous materials. However, there are no existing stops in the Planning
Area.

5.8.3  Significance Threshold Criteria

According to Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, a project would normally have a significant effect on the
environment if the project would:

HAZ-1 Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use,
or disposal of hazardous materials.

HAZ-2 Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset
and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment.

HAZ-3 Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or
waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school.

5.8-7 Hazards and Hazardous Materials
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HAZ-4 Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment.

HAZ-5 For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted,
within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety hazard
for people residing or working in the project area.

HAZ-6 For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project result in a safety hazard for
people residing or working in the project area.

HAZ-7 Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan.

5.8.4 Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Impact 5.8-1: The proposed General Plan Update could result in further development in the City, which
would involve the transport, use, and disposal of hazardous materials. [Threshold HAZ-1]

Impact Analysis

Worker and public health are potentially at risk whenever hazardous substances are present or will be
used. A hazard is any situation that has the potential to cause damage to human health and the
environment. The risk to human health and the environment is determined by the probability of exposure
to the hazardous substance and the severity of harm such exposure would pose. The likelihood and means
of exposure, in addition to the inherent toxicity of a substance, determine the degree of risk to human
health.

Hazardous materials and waste would continue to be transported, used, and disposed of within the
Planning Area. The transport, use, and disposal would range from hazardous materials used for
manufacturing processes to common household hazardous wastes (HHW) such as paint and used motor
oil. These substances are found in commercial, industrial, and residential construction and operational
activities. The proposed General Plan Update would allow for additional development in the Planning
Area, thereby increasing the amount of hazardous materials that could be transported, used, and
ultimately disposed of. The incremental growth in non-residential uses associated with the General Plan
Update be approximately 2,005,770 million sf of commercial, industrial, and other uses. However, as these
materials are common in the construction and operation of these land uses, and are governed by existing
federal, State, and local regulations.

Because the General Plan Update does not involve any specific development projects, no specific type of
hazard associated with the anticipated growth in the Planning Area can be identified and the likelihood of
a hazard presenting a serious health or safety to the public cannot be determined at this time. The
exposure of persons to hazardous materials could occur through the improper handling or use of
hazardous materials or hazardous wastes during construction or operation of future developments;
transportation accidents; environmentally unsound disposal methods; and/or fire, explosion, or other
emergencies. All future development within the Planning Area would be subject to compliance with
existing regulations, standards, and guidelines established by the federal, State, and local agencies related
to storage, use, and disposal of hazardous materials. Future development would be subject to compliance
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with the six programs administered by the EHD, which is the CUPA with jurisdiction over the Planning
Area.

In addition to the use of hazardous materials in new development associated with the General Plan
Update, there is also the possibility that the transport of hazardous materials through the City and its
Sphere of Influence (the Planning Area) could increase. The transport of hazardous materials within City
limits is limited to Imperial Highway and any roads that are the shortest path to local delivery. Transport
of hazardous materials also occurs on SR-91 to the south of the City, as well as on rail lines running through
the City’s Sphere of Influence paralleling SR-91. However, according to the national Hazardous Materials
Safety Route Registry maintained by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, the Planning Area
does not contain routes designated as “preferred, permitted, or recommended” for the transportation of
hazardous materials. Although SR-91 on the City’s southern edge does see the transport of some
hazardous material, such as Class A Explosives, this is not a result of the General Plan Update.

The General Plan Update’s Public Health and Safety Element contains goals and policies related to hazards
and hazardous materials, as referenced above. Specifically, Policies 8.1 through 8.3, establish procedures
for the handling and transport of hazardous materials as well as support County-wide hazard safety and
mitigation efforts.

Because any use or transportation of hazardous materials in the City under the proposed General Plan
Update would not be large scale, uncommon, or unregulated, impacts would be less than significant.
Federal and State laws, referenced above, would still apply and the General Plan Update contains
measures to ensure that public and environmental safety continues to be protected.

Proposed General Plan Update Goals and Policies

The following General Plan Update goals and policies are applicable.

Circulation Element

Goal CR-8 - Limited transport of hazardous materials through the City of Yorba Linda in conformance with
the State and county HAZMAT program.

Policy CR-8.1 - Implement the HAZMAT route that is in conformance with HAZMAT and Emergency
guidelines and complements the designated truck route policy of the City of Yorba Linda.

Policy CR-8.2 - Require that the transportation of hazardous materials generated within the City be
accomplished through the most direct route to the designated HAZMAT routes, the nearest
designated HAZMAT Freeway, and the nearest appropriate HAZMAT disposal facility, as discussed in
the Safety Element of the General Plan.

Land Use Element

Policy LU-3.1 — Consider and mitigate the impacts on surrounding land uses and infrastructure when
reviewing proposals for new development.

Policy LU-3.2 - Manage the development of industrial and other uses which use, store, produce or
transport toxic materials, air emissions, and other pollutants to provide proper mitigation measures.
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Policy LU-3.3 - Promote efforts to mitigate oil operations for compatibility with other types of land
uses during phasing out of operations.

Public Health and Safety Element
Goal PS-1 — The City’s highest priority shall be the protection of human life.

Policy PS-1.3 — Ensure appropriate response to recognized natural and manmade disasters with a high
probability of occurrence.

Goal PS-8 — Protect public health, safety, and welfare and the environment from exposure to hazardous
materials and waste.

Policy PS-8.1 - Establish planning procedures which consider the handling and transportation of
hazardous materials and ensure that they are in accordance with applicable County, State and Federal
regulations.

Policy PS-8.2 - Discourage transportation of hazardous materials on residential streets and establish
transportation routes for the conveyance of hazardous materials.

Policy PS-8.3 - Support implementation of and continue with participation in the Orange County's
Household Hazardous Waste Plan.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.

Level of Significance After Mitigation

Less than significant impact.

Impact 5.8-2: It is not anticipated that the implementation of the proposed General Plan Update would
result in an increased likelihood of accidents that could result in the release of hazardous materials.
[Threshold HAZ-2]

Impact Analysis

The proposed General Plan Update could allow for more development in the Planning Area, including
commercial, industrial, and residential uses. The use of hazardous materials is common in all of these
applications, and the transport of these materials to and from these sites during construction and
operation could occur. However, applicable State, federal, and local laws and regulations would continue
to apply to these activities, including those found in the propose General Plan Update. Hazardous
materials and wastes are extensively regulated and monitored by State and federal law. The use of
hazardous materials is regulated and monitored under EPCRA, RCRA, and the Hazardous Materials
Disclosure Program. Transportation of hazardous materials and/or wastes is regulated under RCRA, the
Hazardous Materials Transportation Act, Hazardous Wastes Control Law, and California Code of
Regulations Title 22. Disposal of hazardous wastes regulated under RCRA, Hazardous Wastes Control Law,
and California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 22. Sections 2729 through 2732 of the (CCR) provide
requirements for the reporting, inventory, and release response plans for hazardous materials. These
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requirements establish procedures and minimum standards for hazardous material plans, inventory
reporting and submittal requirements, emergency planning/response, and training.

Transportation of such materials would continue to be limited to Imperial Highway and to the most direct
routes from Imperial Highway to local delivery sites. The Public Health and Safety Element of the General
Plan Update contains measures designed to maintain strict control of the transport of such substances so
as to ensure public safety. These are specifically referenced above. Further, the transport of such materials
on the adjacent regional freeway (SR-91) and by rail would not be affected by the implementation of the
proposed project. As such, impacts on the likelihood of accidents involving the usage and transport of
hazardous materials would be less than significant.

Proposed General Plan Update Goals and Policies

Please refer to the General Plan Update goals and policies identified in this section.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.

Level of Significance After Mitigation

Less than significant impact.

Impact 5.8-3: There would not be any hazardous materials or emission present within one-quarter mile
of existing or proposed schools. [Threshold HAZ-3]

Impact Analysis

Schools are located within and adjacent to the Planning Area. Growth of both residential and no-
residential development is assumed to be ongoing within the Planning Area both in areas not currently
development and as well as the redevelopment of existing properties. Hazardous materials could be used
during construction, including the use of standard construction materials (e.g., paints, solvents, and fuels),
cleaning and other maintenance products (used in the maintenance of pumps, pipes, and equipment),
and diesel and other fuels (used in construction and maintenance equipment and vehicles). Additionally,
future development may include businesses that use these materials, and their routine business
operations could involve chemicals that are manufactured, warehoused, or transported. Other uses can
include building and landscape maintenance would also involve the use of hazardous materials. Therefore,
the possibility exists that construction or routine operations associated with existing and future
development would involve transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials within one-quarter mile of
an existing school.

Although hazardous materials and waste generated from future development may pose a health risk to
schools, the disclosure to the EHD is required for any business that uses, handles, or stores hazardous
materials or waste materials equal to or in excess of the basic quantities. Among other requirements,
businesses must also prepare a Business Emergency Plan, in order to assure that businesses have
appropriate procedures and policies in place and employees and contractors have adequate training for
responding to a hazardous materials incident at the facility. The short- and long-term transport, use, and
disposal of hazardous materials would be subject to a laws and regulations intended to minimize potential
health risks associated with their use or the accidental release of such substances. Compliance with

5.8-11 Hazards and Hazardous Materials



City of Yorba Linda Fm a

General Plan Update Program EIR

existing regulations discussed above would minimize the risks to schools associated with the exposure to
hazardous materials. This impact would be less than significant.

There is no aspect of the proposed Update that would change land use designations or definitions within
the City. In addition, the General Plan Update does not specifically propose any new educational facilities.
In the event that such facilities are required as the result of residential expansion onto vacant land, the
DTSC regulates school site approval for potential hazards on existing soil at the site or on adjacent parcels.

There is also the potential for redevelopment of existing built parcels under the General Plan Update. Any
demolition that would occur as a result of redevelopment that could expose hazardous materials to
nearby schools would be required to comply with the regulations of the South Coast Air Quality
Management District, the California Health and Safety Code, and OSHA.

Proposed General Plan Update Goals and Policies

Please refer to the General Plan Update goals and policies identified in this section.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.

Level of Significance After Mitigation

Less than significant impact.

Impact 5.8-4: There are sites in the City that are now, or have in the past, been responsible for the
emission of hazardous materials. [Threshold HAZ-4]

Impact Analysis

There are several sites within the City that have been associated with the release or potential release of
hazardous materials in the past. These include oil wells, service stations, industrial sites, and public works
facilities. Future development that could occur under the proposed General Plan Update has the potential
to be impacted by prior residual contamination. This would be limited to areas of redevelopment within
the City as the projected new development of residential, commercial, and industrial land uses would
occur in areas that are previously undeveloped and therefore uncontaminated.

Redevelopment at properties previously affected by hazardous materials emissions or accidents are
regulated at all levels of government and would be required to be in compliance with all laws and
regulations for remediation. Through application of existing regulations and imposition of mitigation,
impacts to persons and other resources would be reduced to less than significant levels.

Proposed General Plan Update Goals and Policies

Please refer to the General Plan Update goals and policies identified in this section.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.

Level of Significance After Mitigation

Less than significant impact.
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Impact 5.8-5: There are no public airports located within two miles of the City of Yorba Linda or its
Sphere of Influence. [Threshold HAZ-5]; and

Impact 5.8-6: There are no private airstrips within the vicinity of the City of Yorba Linda or its Sphere of
Influence. [Threshold HAZ-6]

Impact Analysis

As there are no public airports within two miles of the Planning Area, and there are no private airstrips
within the vicinity of the Planning Area, no impacts would occur.

Proposed General Plan Update Goals and Policies

No General Plan Update goals or policies are applicable.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.

Level of Significance After Mitigation

Less than significant impact.

Impact 5.8-7: The proposed General Plan Update would not affect the City’s existing Emergency
Operations Plan or its associated evacuation plans. [Threshold HAZ-7]

Impact Analysis

Impairment of emergency or evacuation procedures can result in increased property damage and/or
personal injury by slowing emergency services response times or preventing the public from being able to
escape emergency situations. The General Plan Update do not include any proposed changes in the
location of land uses or intensity of development that could interfere with the City’s emergency response
or evacuation procedures. The General Plan Update does not involve any proposal or action to eliminate
existing emergency response facilities such as fire stations, nor do proposed update to the Circulation
Element involve change to roadways in any manner that would hinder the ability of emergency vehicles
to respond. Emergency and disaster response procedures are designed to be flexible in nature in order to
adapt to the volatile and unpredictable nature of disasters and hazards. This flexibility allows for
emergency response services and staff to respond to varying emergencies regardless of location, size, or
number of persons affected. Impacts would be less than significant.

Proposed General Plan Update Goals and Policies

Please refer to the General Plan Update goals and policies identified in this section.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.

Level of Significance After Mitigation

Less than significant impact.
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5.8.5 Cumulative Impacts

The use, transport, and disposal of hazardous materials in the Planning Area will continue to be regulated.
The General Plan Update contains goals and policies designed to safeguard Yorba Linda from the potential
effects of the use of hazardous materials in or transported through the Planning Area. In addition, existing
measures governing the routing of hazardous materials within the Planning Area would be retained to
limiting their transit to Imperial Highway and shortest-route local deliveries.

Any new development that occurs that would include new school or ultimately the construction of new
schools would be subject to DTSC regulations regarding the siting of schools near areas where hazardous
materials are present.

Because potential impacts are either less than significant or meet that threshold with mitigation,
cumulative impacts with regard to hazards and hazardous materials would be less than significant.

5.8.6  Significant Unavoidable Impacts

No significant unavoidable impacts are identified.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 5.8-14



